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The Most-Visited Public Observatory May Not be Visited for the Stars 
Except for helping people answering fundamental questions related to the coming and 
going of human civilization, astronomy has been playing an important role in guiding people 
through everyday life as well (Rosenberg et al., 2014), for example, dividing seasons for farmers, 
showing directions for sailors, and providing spiritual roots for all human cultures in the past 
(Council, 2010), and being transferred and applied in an array of industries nowadays, including 
international collaboration, medicine, aerospace sector, as well as imaging and communications 


(Rosenberg et al., 2014). 


It is also proven that the earlier children are exposed to astronomical education or 
relevant activities, there is a higher chance for them to pursue a related career and make 
contributions to future scientific discoveries (National Research Council, 1991). If there were a 
bridge between the theoretical learning and practical application in astronomy, it would be an 
observatory since it provides the hands-on training in observation and instrumentation 
development that no other places could replace (Astro2020 State of the Profession 


Consideration, 2020). 


There are observatories all over the world and more than 350 of them are scattered in 50 
states of the United States (Go Astronomy, n.d.). Among all of them, the Griffith Observatory 
has been recognized as the most-visited public observatory in the world since it welcomed its 


first visitor 85 years ago (Griffith Observatory, n.d.-a). 


Located on the Mount Hollywood, Griffith Observatory is a public facility offering 
visitors from all over the world services including observatory, planetarium, and exhibition space 


free of admission charge (Griffith Observatory, n.d.-a). The City of Los Angeles Department of 
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Recreation and Parks now owns and operates the Griffith Observatory, thanks to Griffith Jenkins 
Griffith, who donated $100,000 in 1912 to the City of Los Angeles for the construction of a 
public observatory on top of Mount Hollywood, and instructed in his will four years later on 
what the observatory should include and where it should be located (Griffith Observatory, n.d.- 


b). 


It is interesting to note that Griffith Observatory is attracting 1.5 million visitors a year 
(Griffith Observatory, n.d.-a) when it is only 1,134 feet above the sea level, which is located 
more than 17,000 feet lower than the University of Tokyo Atacama Observatory, the highest 
astronomical observatory in the world (Guinness World Record, 2011), and it does not provide 
the best astronomical instruments (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2020), nor can it claim any 


significant astronomical discovery (Leslie & Margolis, 2017). 


The only vantage point the Griffith Observatory has that other observatories do not is the 
Mount Hollywood where it is located and the city of Los Angeles which it overlooks, both of 
which made the Griffith Observatory the perfect stage for hundreds of radio programs, TV 


shows, and movies (Leslie & Margolis, 2017). 


Therefore, this paper seeks to explore the factors contributing to the Griffith Observatory 
earning its world’s most-visited public observatory title, and examines the satisfactory of visitors 


who visited the Griffith Observatory in 2019 and shared their reviews with the public on Yelp. 


Method 


Sample 


The content analysis sample was composed of 178 Griffith Observatory reviews on Yelp 


in 2019. The sample covers all reviews posted on Yelp for Griffith Observatory in 2019, and the 
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attached previous reviews of the same reviewer who posted reviews for Griffith Observatory in 


2019 were excluded from the analysis. 


Procedure 


The reviews were rated by the author and her four other team members, including 
Meredith Stoops, Brianna Shoemaker, Richard Hoang, and Kristin Sparks. Raters were trained in 
the operationalization of variables and in the coding procedures. A total of five variables were 
coded. These variables were grouped into five subsections, Star Rating, Photos Shared, Parking 
Convenience, Crowdedness, and Staff Helpfulness. The first variable coded for was Star Rating 


reviewers gave Griffith Observatory on Yelp in 2019. 


The second variable coded for was Photos Shared with the reviews, which includes the 
total number of photos shared with each review, and whether any of those photos was taken of 


the exterior or interior of the Griffith Observatory. 


The third variable, Parking Convenience, refers to the satisfaction of reviewers 
concerning the parking at or near the Griffith Observatory for visiting the Griffith Observatory. 
The degree of satisfactory is measured based on several factors, which included, but were not 
limited to, the money cost for parking, the time cost for parking, the availability of parking 


space, the ease of parking, parking alternatives, and disabled parking. 


The fourth variable, Crowdedness, was defined as whether overall the Griffith 


Observatory was viewed as crowded when it is open for visitors. 


Staff Helpfulness was evaluated based on the inclusion of staff availability, staff 


friendliness, help offered, and information provided. 
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Results 


In general, the majority of reviewers (65.2%) from 2019 rated their visits to the Griffith 
Observatory 5-star. On a scale of 1 to 5, over 70% of the reviewers who mentioned crowdedness 
(23%) thought the crowdedness level of Griffith Observatory is the highest. Also, over half of the 
reviewers (59.6%) provided their opinions on parking convenience with the majority of them 


(79.2%) believing the parking is inconvenient. 


Almost half of the reviewers (49.4%) shared photos with their reviews for the Griffith 
Observatory. However, analysis revealed that for the 178 reviews evaluated, there was a 
significant negative relationship between the number of photos shared and the photos taken of 


the Griffith Observatory (r = -.27, p = .010). 


Yelp reviewers in general reported the Griffith Observatory visit to be worthy (M = 4.41, 
SD = 1.01). A one-sample ¢ test indicated that this mean value was significantly different from 


the midpoint (neutral) value of 3.0, (177) = 18.40, p < .001. 


An independent-sample ¢ test was conducted to evaluate if reviewers who viewed the 
staff helpful and those who viewed the staff unhelpful differed in their star rating for the Griffith 
Observatory visit. The test was significant #(28) = -11.28, p < .001. Reviewers who viewed the 
staff not helpful (M = 1.60, SD = .84) reported a lower star rating for the Griffith Observatory 
visit than those who viewed the staff helpful (M = 4.60, SD = .60). Two other independent- 
sample ¢ tests were conducted to evaluate if reviewers who had opposite opinions about the 
crowdedness and parking convenience would differ in their star rating for the Griffith 


Observatory visit, but no significant test result was found. 


Discussion 
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Even though the issue concerning the crowdedness of Griffith Observatory is 
outstanding, visitors are generally satisfied with their visit to the Griffith Observatory. Compared 
to crowdedness and parking convenience, staff helpfulness was the only analyzed variable that is 
significantly affecting the reviewers’ star rating for their visits to the Griffith Observatory, which 
indicates that visitors have higher expectations for the employees of public facilities than the 
infrastructure. It is important to note that the more photos posted for the Griffith Observatory 
reviews, the less photos of the Griffith Observatory are included, which suggests that visitors are 


not necessarily visiting the Griffith Observatory for any astronomy related purposes. 


Since the Griffith Observatory has been recognized as the most-visited public observatory 
in the world, it is reasonable for visitors to expect and accept its crowdedness, which will in turn 
lower the visitors’ expectations and standards for parking convenience given the parking 
condition is directly associated with the amount of visitors. The possible reason why visitors 
have higher expectations for the staff than the infrastructure can be because there is no admission 
charge, but the planetarium shows, and live programs offered by the staff are charged. Given the 
Griffith Observatory does not provide better instrument or location than other observatories for 
astronomical observation or discovery, but does provide a good view for the city of Los Angeles 
and the Hollywood sign, and attracts fans from movies it made its appearance, it is possible that 
the most-visited public observatory is not visited for any astronomical purposes but for the fame 


of Los Angeles and the Hollywood sign. 


The Griffith Observatory with its staff has earned both the most-visited public 
observatory title and visitors’ satisfaction, which means what has been done is what they should 
keep doing. Even though visitors’ dissatisfaction toward the parking options provided by the 


Griffith Observatory has no significantly direct impact on their satisfaction, the current 
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inconvenient parking condition should still be prioritized and improved considering it is an 


outstanding problem recognized by more than half of the reviewers. 


This study is not without limitations, given the content analysis is only conducted on 
reviews posted in 2019, and only from reviewers on one website Yelp. Further studies would 
obtain a more accurate result if reviews from a longer period and from multiple platforms could 
be analyzed. Moreover, there were only five variables evaluated in this study. Therefore, there 
could be some important factors neglected, and new discoveries would be made if different or 


more variables were analyzed. 
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Appendix A 


Griffith Observatory Yelp Reviews Code Book 
Five variables: 
Parking convenience (latent) 
1 = inconvenient 
2 = convenient 
Photos shared (manifest) 
1 = Griffith Observatory photo 
2 = no Griffith Observatory photo 
Star rating (manifest) 
1 = 1 star 
2 = 2 star 
3 =3 star 
4=4 star 
5 = 5 star 
Crowdedness (latent) 
1 = not crowded 
2 = crowded 
Staff helpfulness (latent) 
1 = not helpful 
2 = helpful 
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Parking 
Convenience 


Key Words 


How convenient is 


Does the reviewer 
mention the parking 
convenience provided 
at Griffith 
Observatory? 


Free parking, close, 
far away, traffic, 
parking spaces. 


Inconvenient 
parking: "this place 


of time." "Parking is 
tricky, especially on 


parking: "if you 
continue up and then 
past the Observatory 
entrance, you'll go 
through a tunnel and 
then begin the 
descent down the 
hill, a few minutes 


which is free!!!" 


5-point scale: 
inconvenient, 
okay, 5 = 
convenient 


1 
3 


10 
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Photos shared 


Key Words 


Comment with 


Yes/No; The 


N/A number of photos 


Comment without shared 
photos 


Griffith Observatory? 


Are the photos shared 
about the observatory 
itself? 
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Key Words 


Dissatisfied: 1 star 


5-point scale: 1 star 
= dissatisfied, 3 
N/A star = okay, 5 star = 
Satisified: 5 star satisfied 
ating 
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Key Words 


Griffith Observatory? 


Crowd, funneling, 
crowded, busy. 


Crowded: "Nice but 
super crowded." 
"There was a 
constant funneling of 
people all over." 


"People were not 
standing around too 
long but keep 
moving since there 
was a lot to see." 


5-point scale: 
inconvenient, 
okay, 5 = 
convenient 


1 
3 


13 
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Staff 
helpfulness 
Key Words 


Not helpful staff: 
"Griffith, you could 


How helpful is 
Griffith Observatory's 


staff? Staff, work, Helpful staff: "There S-point scale: 1 = 


not helpful, 3 = 


Does the reviewer employees. were folks at the okay, 5 = helpful 


mention the staff of museum that 

Griffith Observatory? explained different 
things as well as they 
had a live view out o 
the telescope." "The 
people that work 
there were so nice 


planetarium." 
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Douglas H. 


Fremont, United States 


38 @ 397 81571 
OOS 226/2019 


6 photos 


We had a great time here. There was a constant funneling of people all over. It was very crowded 
but you could still move around and see everything. People were not standing around too long but 
keep moving since there was a lot to see. 


We parked in the free parking area and hiked .8miles uphill to the observatory. It was not bad but it 
was a workout. People that chose to drive were stuck in traffic up and down the hill for awhile so 
you will get there faster by walking and save $10per hour. 


The staff were very nice and there was much to see. If you want to see everything including the 
shows plan on spending at minimum 4hrs here minus the driving and parking time. 


The planetarium was the best. Had to wait outside in line for about 15min in the cold but was worth 
it. Definitely need to come at during the day but stay through the night as well. 





Andrea S. 
Fresno, United States 


@ 100 94 B 403 
BOGE 2222019 


6 8 photos 





Nice but super crowded. Not worth the 1/2 mile hike uphill. Pay to park at the top of the hill. Free 
admission. 


ty 
See all photos from Andrea S. for Griffith Observatory 





@ Usefult @ Funny @ Cool 


Katherine C. 
Cincinnati, United States 


474 @ 350 @ 2062 


O00000 21152019 


342. If you're crunched for time, this is one of the classic landmarks in LA that you have to check out. 
The view at night is gorgeous with all of the lights. You can also see the Hollywood sign from there. 
The observatory itself is a fun experience as well. Parking can get a little cray on the weekends so be 
prepared. But don't leave LA without a visit here. 





@ Useful2 @ Funny @ Cool 2 


a James L. 


Pembroke Pines, United States 
@ 144 @ 389 Ø 1230 





www.yelp.ca/biz griffith-observatory-los-angeles- 





Istart=60&sort_by=date_desc 4/11 
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GOSS 22201 
Ø 3 photos 


A great spot for some of the best views of Hollywood and a distant downtown LA. coming by car is 
fairly simple, you'll climb through some neighborhoods and as you get closer see cars beginning to 
park along the street. Parking is $10/hour here; however, if you continue up and then past the 
Observatory entrance, you'll go through a tunnel and then begin the descent down the hill, a few 
minutes down is the parking for the Greek Theater which is free!!! A $0,50 per person bus will then 
take you back to the top. Definitely a cheaper and simpler option, as this is free and minimal 
walking}! 


The observatory has lots of exhibits and displays for those interested in astronomy and the like. All 


around the grounds are great walkways and ledges to take in the breathtaking views. You'll also 
have a great view of the Hollywood sign and a perfect spot to see the sunset. 


Views from the Griffith Observatory, Los A. 


Views from the Griffith Observatory, Los A... 





@ Funny 2 @ Cool 3 












Anwaar J. 
| Los Angeles, United States 


@27 © 147 B25 
Bees 2772019 


W 11 check-ins 


How have I not done a review on this place already? It is my favorite place to hike in LA (granted, it is 
walking distance from my home). | come here at least once a month and the view is amazing. The 
observatory itself is very cool with lots of exhibits and shows. The gift shop is actually pretty good 
and the food in the cafe is not the worst. Even though it can get pretty busy, | find it so peaceful on 
the grounds. Sometimes, | like to just come up and sit on the grass for a while. | often keep hiking up 
from the observatory as there are so many different t trails to take. | definitely recommend 
everyone come here. Way better than Runyon. 





@ Funny © Cool 


Mark K. GSE) -_ 


Redondo Beach, United States 


@13 @ 252 B 118 


6008 25/2019 


For this outing, we packed up the rugrats and headed to the Griffith Observatory; located North of 
Hollywood in the hills/mountains north of LA. This is another interesting piece of LA history. It was 
built in 1935, and it was only the third planetarium in the US at the time. 


When most people think of LA, they think of places like Santa Monica, Beverly Hills, Hollywood, and 
Downtown LA. All of these places actually sit up against the Southern border of a mountain range 
that separates LA from "the Valley". So it's an interesting location in that it's still in the city, but at the 
same time it feels like it's far removed, 


Toddlers are only allowed into the firs showing at the planetarium, so we got to the observatory 
right when it opened. But apparently that wasn't early enough, because the parking lot was full, and 
the streets were crammed with people who had come up for early morning hikes in the valleys. 


So if you are bringing small kids to see the planetarium, be prepared to park about a mile away. | 
dropped off wife and kids at the front, drove down the hill to find a parking spot, and | made the trek 
back by myself. About half way back | got a good shot of the planetarium, but you can see how far 
away it is. 


When | got to the top, it was like | was a kid again. We used to take field trips up here in elementary 
school, and everything was exactly as | remembered it. 


At the front steps there are little markings on the ground that give you a perspective of how big the 
orbits of the planets are. The distance from the Sun to Venus is about as far as a 6 year old can jump 
with both feet. But the distance from the Sun to Pluto from where I'm taking this second photo. 


?start=60 &sort_by=date_dese 5/11 





www.yelp.ca/biz griffith-observatory-los-angeles- 
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When you think about it, it's really incredible. Now at the height of human technology, we may soon 
be able to get a person to Mars; just one planet away. How many more generations will be until we 
can see the end of our own solar system? And yet our solar system is nothing more than a speck of 
dust in our galaxy. There is still a whole heck of a lot out there for us to learn and explore. 


Anyhoo, the views the from the planetarium are gorgeous. It was an overcast day, but you could still 
see a fair bit of LA below, and as always, there was a great view of the Hollywood sign. 


When you first walk in, you are greeted by an ornate rotunda. Off to the sides are small chambers 
with little lessons about the planets, their effect on the tides, and other tidbits of information. 


Around 10:30 we lined up outside for the first showing at the planetarium. | was joined by my love, a 
38mm Hamilton Thin-o-matic heritage re-release. Oh yeah, and my wife was there too. 


The show was great, but | couldn't take any pictures inside. Afterward, we saw some more exhibits 
before taking a walk down a long corridor to see the solar system exhibit. 


Here is where you can learn about each of the planets and weigh yourself on special scales that 
show you how much you would weigh under each planets gravity. 


We saw pretty much everything in under 2 hours, and so we packed it in and started our long walk 
back to the car. 


@ Useful @ Funny 1 © Coolt 


Pat S. CEE 
Arroyo Grande, United States 


0213 © 162 @ 492 
06000 © 2222019 


1 photo 


So happy to finally get to visit the restored observatory which was closed for several years when | 
actually still lived in LA. 


| was not disappointed-they sky show was cool and informative. They had some great displays 
including meteorites found in various places around the world, tied in with personal stories from 
some meteor 'hunters' including youngsters --loved that as an adult | could enjoy this, but as a kid, 
could find a new passion to explore as well. 


They also have photographs in some of the main level halls and they really are worth enjoying each 
one and the description on the wall explaining its significance. 


The outdoor terraces and ability to hike up or bus made it an even better experience but the 
highlight was the live docent talk and demonstration of the Tesla charger--read up on it and make 
sure you check on the demo time when you arrive. 


This brings me to my one criticism-very poor explanation and no signage explaining choices and 
times to see films and exhibits. With so many visitors, why wouldn't the observatory post and 
communicate to visitors so we could enjoy more aspects of the place and potentially want to return? 
This is something | hope someone improves on! We were Disappointed to miss a film that we could 
have seen relating to the observatory itself if we only had known or been directed to its time. 





Chelsea L. ERED 


San Gabriel, United States 
@ 430 @ 212 B 198 


ooo 12/3/2019 


This is purely for one those awful weekends when it coincided with a concert in the theatre down 
below them and made the parking situation horrible. (Didn't know it's a problem until now). 





hups://www.yelp.ca/biz/ griffith-observatory-los-angeles-2?start=60&sort_by=date_desc 6/11 
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Let's just say to do your research and check the calendar. | would even call Griffith and ask them if 
there's concert traffic. 


Because if there is...you will suffer like my party did. 


You see, we innocently kept driving up the hill. Slowly making progress...then we made it the top! 
We thought we could finally park. We see some empty spaces here and there but then... 


The yellow jacket security guys kept telling us to keep moving forward. Alright then..we did...but we 
kept going downhill. No parking in sight! 


We saw someone leave a spot so we quickly tried to parallel park but a security guy popped up and 
said we couldn't park there anymore! Why? He grabbed the cone and made that spot invalid. No 
explanation and he just left. 


Kept driving and we were actually down at the hill. Again. Back where we started. 


Griffith, you could definitely help us by training your employees to let us know where we're headed 
and where there's parking. You can't just direct people knowing they will go down the hill. At least 
provide alternatives like buses or whatnot. We spent an hour waiting only to have our hopes 
crushed. 


Well, now you know. And we do too. If you notice that there's a concert and you're just about to go 
up....Take the bus. Flag down a security person and ask where you should park and take the bus. 
Clearly, they won't bother to tell you so you ought to fend for yourself. 


@ Useful @ Funny 2 @ Cool 


Joe B. 
Rancho Cucamonga, United States 


0 M114 @1 
BOGE 11202019 


Whether you are a local or a tourist, if you haven't been to Griffith Observatory...you are missing 
out. This place is iconic, is well-known, and has been featured in various movies. There are amazing 
views of Los Angeles. Visiting the observatory is free, but the planetarium show is not. | recommend 
visiting here in the evening/night, as you can take in the views and night sky (weather permitting), 


Note: It does get crowded, and parking can be a challenge. But if you are lucky, you will land a 
decent parking spot. 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Tyrion L. 
Los Angeles, United States 


014012 @5 
BOE 11242019 


It's LA. If you're a proper Angeleno that loathes this town on occasion (you know the reasons) and 
need a pick me up, come here late afternoon or evening and take it in. If you're a tourist with 
fantasies about what LA is and have just spent the days realizing Hollywood Blvd. has to be one of 
the worst and overrated strips in the world, come up here to wipe that experience away. Our city of 
lights at its best. Plus, one of the best make-out spots in town (if you don't mind the crowds) 


@ Useful @ Funny @ oo! 


Tatiana A. 
Minneapolis, United States 


@s9 O89 B58 
BOOS 1212019 


6 5 photos 





WOW. | wasn't sure what to expect coming up here; | definitely didn't expect there to be so many 
fascinating science exhibits inside the building. We just came up to look at the view basically, but we 
got so much more. Parking was a bit of a challenge- from what | understand, there is usually space 
in the lot, but we went on a Saturday, which is obviously a busier day. You can drive up and try your 
luck in the lot, and then circle back around until you find a place to park on the road. Everything 
about this place was incredible. From the courtyard outside the facility to the exhibits inside, to the 
beautiful grounds and views, this is a top-notch Destination, not to be missed if you are in the 
Hollywood area. You can bring a picnic and eat on their beautiful lawn, or if you're hungry 
afterwards, don't miss Best Fish Taco in Ensenada. You'll thank me later. Cheap and delicious! 


hutps://www.yelp.ca/biz/ griffith-observatory-los-angeles-2?start=60&sort_by=date_desc WA 
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m 





ES V 
See all photos from Tatiana A. for Griffith Observatory 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 
Alicia B. nas 
Beverly Hills, United States 
Bo ®i6 


BOGS 11716/2019 


Really nice place to visit and great for tourists. It is free of charge and the only negative that I can 
think of is the parking. This place must have gotten really popular over the years and you can hardly 
find any parking. If you are planning to visit they now offer a shuttle service. You can park your park 
in one of the parking lots and take the shuttle to obervatory. 


@vsetul | | @ Funny | | @ cool 


ETa Brandon H. 
Richmond, United States 


138 Mes Bs 
GOOG 1115/2019 


6 2 photos 





Incredible views and some really interesting exhibits inside, Worth the trek up the mountain 


Seeing for miles 





@vsetul | | @ Funny | | @ cool 


Ray D. 
Perris, United States 


45 @ 363 A 567 
OOCES 117722012 


This is a world class Observatory and every tourists wants to come here. So you will have to bear 
with parking and sometimes long walk up the hill , but it is worth it. | have been coming here since | 
was a kid. Lazarium was a blast. The skyline view from this height are some of the best in the world. 
Some will even feel James dean's spirt here. Always a fun time here. 





© Useful @ Funny © Cool 
Nina R. es 
Calabasas, United States 
9 @40 


BOOS 1122019 


Obviously, they have no competition and even if they did, the Observatory would win, hands down!!! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ ool 


Ben W. 





www. yelp.ca’biz/ griffith-observatory-los-angeles-2?start=60&sort_by=date_desce 8/11 
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po Vienna, United States 


06 Qu A1 


O0OOG 15201 


Featured in Rebel Without a Cause, one of the coolest movies ever, this place is the coolest, most 
mysterious place in the world - saw stars whirling to a Beatles soundtrack - saw suns explode and 
green tigers writhing in burning silver trees under which seated deformed buddhas (or were they 
baboons?) wavered and steamed. | give the place a 5 star rave review mainly because there is no 
separate review option for hi-test psilocybin. 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 1 
m Nickole B. 


Torrance, United States 


14 @s2 A291 
6008 1/5/2019 


2 photos 


Came here on a Saturday evening being a tourist in my own city. Views are great. Fun place to 
explore. This place is always busy and parking wars happens in the lot. $10 gets you an hour of 
time which isn't enough if all the exhibits are open. There are hikes around this place, Will definitely 
come back to do more exploring! 


LA Skyline, Saturdaze! 
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You Might Also Consider Sponsored © 


Maze Rooms Escape Room - Culver City 


660068: 9 16.2 km away from Griffith Obser 


Jimmy T. said "Well, there's a reason why they have such awesome reviews...because it was an 
awesome experience. Both Curtis and John explained everything thoroughly to create the best 
experience for us. They asked questions about our own..." read more 








The Room-Live Escape Room LA 


ooocte 94 9 9.6 km away fi 


Lalinda H. said "Well, well, well. What can | saw about this place!! We mistakenly didn't confirm our 
reservation and Kayla saw us coming in and nicely stopped us on her way out. Lonf story short , she 
went back in and graciously honored our time...." read more 


in Haunted Hou: 


Griffith Observator 








Escape € 
F 
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Crystal G. 
Downey, United States 


836 @ 338 & 3199 


O00000 1142019 


7 photos 


Of course we all watching James dean and Paula Abdul make famous movies and videos at the 
Griffith Observatory. | dreamed about standing where Kiana Reaves had stood once ! Unfortunately 
it was shut down for renovations when | had Such dreams. Boo ! It's been back for a while. 
Unfortunately | missed the stories of tripping back listening to crazy psychedelic music with the light 
show oh well. Let's start you have to take a bus from the bottom of the hill 50 Cents to be exact. It 
came out on cool things to do in Los Angeles on a rainy day. You pay for the show and sit down in 
the famous around room where a lady with the soft soothing voice tells you one hour story about 
the galaxy as she walks around with a glowing ball .| swear | thought it was a Pre-recorded until | saw 
her walking. Definitely a cool place to go with kids! If you are from Los Angeles you must do this at 
least one time in your life. | strongly advise Bringing out of town here! #GriffithObservatory 





See all photos from Crystal G. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful 1 @ Funny 1 @ Cool2 


Rachel S. 
Lake Forest, United States 


00101781 
o 11/3/2019 


No parking, huge waste of time. Just drove around in circles. They need to add valet or charge 
people an entry fee. 
@ Cool 


@ Useful @ Funny 1 


Keira R. ŒD pos 


Mililani, United States 


@ 155 @ 36 B 222 
0000 


If your going up to Griffiths to take a good picture of the Hollywood sign don't go at night....that was 
one of the mistakes | made. You can see the sign but trying to get a good photo of it in the dark can 
very challenging. 


10/24/2019 
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griffithobservatory.org GB 
(213) 473-0800 Vy 


Get Directions 
2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA ® 
90027, United States 


You Might Also Consider 
Sponsored © 


Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


0o00 : 
18.1 km 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


ooo =: 


34.3 km 





Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own home!... read more 
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However the observatory is a great place to visit you haven't already done so. The LA light lit up at 
night was breathtaking. The observatory also offer a lot of exhibitions to view on the inside. 


Visiting the observatory is free but the parking will cost you $10 and depending where you parked a 
possible heart attack. Wear comfortable shoes and be prepared to walk up hill for a good 10-1Smins 
again depending where you parked, Parking can be quite challenging since there is so many people 
visiting and only limited parking. The parking located at top is very limited and fills up fast so be 
prepared. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Patrick W. 


Santa Monica, United States 
58 @ 120 818 


80000 02120» 

This is one of the most beautiful and most important sites on the planet. Beautiful because of how 
enlightening it is. Admission is free and tickets to the planetarium show (must-see) are less than 
$10. 


Parking is tricky, especially on weekends. | suggest taking the extra time to park somewhere lower 
on the hill and enjoying a nice walk up to the grounds. 





(1) @ Funny 1 @ Cool3 
Vettguy T. a 
: Fourmile, United States 
0 © 454 


BOGS 1022019 


Visited the Observatory this week and was really impressed. Lots of good information and only the 
parking costs $10/hr, There were folks at the museum that explained different things as well as they 
had a live view out of the telescope. Great place to take pictures, too bad the Hollywood sign has 
ugly ass cell towers right above it. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


La 
Independence, United States 


B83 ©78 B53 
BEGG 022019 


6 2 photos 


MUST stop if In LA make this a stop on your check list when visiting Los Angeles County you will not 
be disappointed the views are breathtaking and totally worth the drive I've been coming to Griffiths 
Observatory for the past 6 years whenever I'm in LA. It is FREE of entry and you leave with a 
priceless experience with a chance to take beautiful pictures and just enjoy the view night or day it is 
Amazing. Parking is a little hectic if you get there at sunset or around that time sometimes they have 
shuttles that can take you to the top if you are denied parking in the actually parking lot on top 
where the entry is so just plan according as you might have to make a little walk to get there . 








@ Funny @ Cool 


Mayra B. 
Lancaster, United States 


@35 @17 B11 
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Try getting there early as soon as they open. If you have a child under 5, they are only allowed at the 
first show at the planetarium. The people that work there were so nice and helpful when entering 
the planetarium. If you are handicap, you can park all the way at the top parking lot and no charge. 
Otherwise, Parking is $10 an hour and have to pay using a Kiosk. The Greek Theatre offers free 
parking but its 1 mile hike up or you can cross the street and take the bus called Dash for .50 cents, | 
parked all the way at the top parking lot and paid $20, it's expensive, compared to a few years ago 
when it was free. You even have to pay for parallel parking now. | went on a Tuesday afternoon and 
it was perfect. It think the busiest time is around sunset and weekends. 


Useful Funn: Cool 
y 


Rabia M. CEEE ie 


Fairfax, United States 
@ 23 @176 Ø 126 


O00 1022019 


Views are amazing and beautiful and peaceful! 


There is a different type of beauty whether you come in the day time or night time as well as views 
of the Hollywood sign! 


They have a cafe, gift shop, theater, and other museum-ey things to see. 


When | came here, | kept thinking of the movie La La Land and it was super sweet. | would say this 
would be a cute date night or day idea! 


It's free admission too unless u watch one of the shows which | didn't because there was a lot of 
explore, | went to a show my first time which was a cool experience! 


@ Usetul @ Funny | | @coolt 


Carlos A. 
San Diego, United States 


@1 O35 B6 
GOOG 05/2019 


Love this place! | just wished | had more time here!! Came with the fam, but if your not into science 
you might not like it. If you are into space, it's awesome!!! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Fond AJ. 
Canal Winchester, United States 


843403061 
ooo 10/6/2019 


Had a long wait wit traffic getting to the top. Then there's nowhere to park . | just said forget it we'll 
come back in our next trip. | really wanted to see the observatory but this was ridiculously long. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ oo! 





William G. PN 


Chicago, United States 


@45 @ 262 Ø 692 
BOOED 2202019 


6 10 photos 


This place is great! The view is outstanding and it's free! Keep this in mind if you read some of the 
other reviews like | did. Also, keep in mind some people will complain about almost anything?!? 
Don't let anyone's comments deter you from visiting. This place is well worth it. The building is 
situated on the side of a hill and you will probably have to walk up an incline walkway to reach your 
destination. If you have children with you then | suggest on holding their hand because there are 
some spots with no sidewalks with sheer drops down the side of the hill. The incline portion can be 
a challenge to some, so please keep this in mind and come prepared. Carry a bottle of water, apply 
sunscreen, wear very comfortable shoes, wear a hat and don't forget the camera! Once you reach 
the observatory you will realize that it was well worth the effort. The views of the greater LA area 
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and the rolling hills of Hollywood with its iconic sign. 


All of the employees that | encountered during my visit were very friendly and helpful, despite being 
very busy because it was very crowded. Two thumbs way up to whoever decided to name a section 
of the building the Leonard Nimoy. | grew up glued to the television watching Star Trek! The building 
itself is a reason to make the trek up. The architecture has the grandeur of Hollywood written all 
over it with its art deco/neo classical facade. What's funny is that | could picture James Dean coming 
around the building like he did in the movie in my mind. This is a movie | have not seen since | was a 
child. No, I'm not that old! | saw the rerun of the movie in my youth. Miss a stop here during your 
trip, and you are missing a lot. 


See all photos from William G. for Griffith Observatory 





@ Useful 2 @ Funny @ Cool 3 


Stylistik S. 
Dallas, United States 
01012 B2 


ooo 9/19/2019 


The view from the roof is absolutely amazing! | didn't care for the extremely long wait to get a 
parking. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Geo L. 
South Gate, United States 


0 @2 
GOES 2152019 


| like this place its alway a nice place to relax. It's a place to get away. They have a lot of different 
things 


@ Useful @ Funny @ ool 


Tina N. GED ews 


San Jose, United States 


@ 1184 @ 827 @ 9159 
BOBGEG 12019 


10 photos 
Griffith Observatory! 
Price: Free, but parking is $10 per hour, 


Tina's Tips and Temptations; 

- Try driving all the way up before looking for parking. 

- I've always tend to find parking in the lot. Worth it if you're with those who can't walk! 

- Ask help desk for shows and map 

- Explore downstairs if no shows are lined up 

- Go upstairs for the planetarium. You have to buy tickets. Live presentations of these programs are 
scheduled every 60 to 90 minutes. Tickets go for $3-7 depending. 

- Worth it for all ages and those who love astronomy. Watch the stars at night! 


x A ) 


See all photos from Tina N. for Griffith Observatory 





@ Useful 12 @ Funny3 @ Cools 
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Larry R. 
Ridgefield, United States 
@0@: @1 


a 8/31/2019 


Parking and signage are absurdly bad. Expect to be misdirected by parking attendants and funneled 
past open parking spots blocked with orange cones right out the exit and down the other side of the 
mountain. Manage a three point turn to go back to the top, but now the entire parking lot is blocked 
off, And down you go on the other side of the mountain! 


@ Useful @ funny 1 ec 
Jim L. oe 
Burbank, United States 
0 ®2 


90000 #2201 


The lecture they hold on is sooooo valuable and educational. 


highly recommended guys 


@ Useful @ Funny (<E 


Yi-Hung C. 
FRÆ, United States 


71 @56 @109 
60056 : 


ØB 3 photos 








6/2019 - €} Updated review 


After one year I'm here again. With the knowledge about the public transfer plans and Uber/Lyft this 
experience is even better. 


I would suggest to arrive at about 5 pm. You will be able to see the view of the day, the sunset and 
the night. The observatory and the view are both very beautiful by itself, combining them together 
you will feel like you are really in those famous, romantic movie scenes. 


Inside the observatory they have astronomy exhibitions. To me the most interesting one would be 
the sample of space dust, meteor and Mars. You can literally touch and feel them. 


Never miss the telescope. It's open from 7 pm to 9 pm. Depend on the season, you might be able to 
see Venus, Jupiter and other planets. This is the first time | see the cloud and all the four moons of 
Jupiter. 


It's interesting that outside the building there were also some volunteers providing their own 
telescopes to the public. You can also line up with people to see other stars. 


To sum up, although this place can be somehow crowded, it still can be a great option to enjoy your 
day and night. 


(Friendly reminder: if you really want to capture the view, try to get a real camera rather than 
smartphones.) 





@ Useful7 @ Funny @ Cool 





5600 « 


This is a really good place for one to enjoy from day to night. They got great exhibitions for 
geoscience/astronomy lovers, and the world-famous night scene is just beautiful.... 
Read more 


2019 - Previous review 


Amanda M. 
San Jose, United States 


@6s6 O7 814 
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BOGE 27262019 
B 1 photo 


A must see whenever anyone is visiting LA! Although parking is a challenge only because it's a tourist 
spot, the view is breath taking it's totally worth to see. Parking is limited so you do have to be 
patient when finding a space, we circled around for about 5 or 6 times. But like | said the view is 
breathtaking especially when it gets dark the whole city is lit up ! 





@ Useful 2 @ Funny @ Cool2 
JR. 


Pomona, United States 
229 @ 360 Ø 2023 


OO0G _ 2252010 


4 photos 
I am almost inclined to give this place a 1 star. 
| came on a Saturday in August at about 3pm. 


Parking of course sucks. Their website says its 6.00 an hour for parking before i went and it was 
actually 10.00 an hour and not all the paying booths work properly.. now i have to check that i did 
not get double charged on my card. The paid parking was everywhere... even on Western Canyon 
Road, which used to be free at one point. If you come in multiple cars you MIGHT be able to park In 
one of the lower lots and take the bus up to the observatory... or u can walk up, it's healthy 
excercise. 


Anyway, you need like 8 to 10 hours to really enjoy all they have to offer... including the shows, the 
displays, and the night telescopes. | was there 5 hours and did. It get to some earlier shows nor did i 
walk around all of the displays because diner was calling. But i still enjoyed very much what i did do. 


I love the outside telescopes, they point them to our planets and for the first time in my life i saw 
Saturn and Jupiter in vivo, it was awesome. 


There also a small hike on the south side of the observatory that seems to be pretty cool, i did not 
walk it. 





@ Useful @ Funny 5 @ Cools 


Max R. 
Orlando, United States 


302 ® 34 B63 
OOGES 2242019 


2 photos 


Very cool and FREE! Plenty to see and highly educational. | look forward to coming back at night 
when the telescope is open to the public 
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Tesla coil 
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648 other reviews that are not currently recommended v 


You Might Also Consider Sponsored © 


Maze Rooms Escape Room - Culver City 


oocosoe 291 ¢ 16.2 km away from Griffith Observatory 


Jimmy T. said "Well, there's a reason why they have such awesome reviews...because it was an 
awesome experience. Both Curtis and John explained everything thoroughly to create the best 
experience for us, They asked questions about our own..." read more 


in Escape Games 


The Room-Live Escape Room LA 


poong 194 9 9.6 km away from Griffith Ot 


Lalinda H. said "Well, well, well. What can I saw about this place!! We mistakenly didn't confirm our 
reservation and Kayla saw us coming in and nicely stopped us on her way out. Lonf story short, she 


went back in and graciously honored our time...." read more 
in Haunted Houses, Escape Games 
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Username 
Location 


0 @o Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 


Bibi U. 
San Diego, United States 
36 @ 10 B15 


O00000 2232019 


It was an amazing time to see all the wonderful views. We saw the Hollywood sign. | would return 
again. 
@ Useful7 @ Cool? 


@ Funnys 





Lonnie B. 
Staten Island, United States 


@ 38 @97 @197 
O00000 2212019 


6 photos 


This is a beautiful place in Los Angeles California . We took a car there and parked at the midway of 
hill at designated parking for free. Anyparking near observatory is 10$ an hour meter so if u can 
walk about 1.5 miles well worth it. The views are insane beautiful and great for pics. | loved being 
there. It's def crowded at observatory and you can hike further up. If in la definitely go here it's 
gorgeous and you see the whole La from one side and Hollywood sign from the other. 


a 


See all photos from Lonnie B. for Griffith Observatory 





@ useful 1 @ Funny @ Coolt 


Eric M. 
> Sugar Land, United States 


@575 M65 B34 


1 photo 


8/21/2019 


Really cool spot. Definitely one of the most popular tourist attractions in LA. It has great views of LA 
and it has really interesting exhibits of space and planets. The best thing about this place is that 
admission is free. The worst thing about this place is the parking is an absolute nightmare. They 
have a small parking lot that will most definitely be full whenever you try and visit. So you'll probably 
end up doing a pay to park along the hiking trail that borders the observatory. Be sure to dress 
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griffithobservatory.org GB 
(213) 473-0800 © 
Get Directions 

2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA © 


90027, United States 


You Might Also Consider 
Sponsored © 


Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


6600 - 


18.1 km 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


60060 = 
34.3 km 


Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own homel... read more 
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comfortably and wear comfortable shoes, expect to walk quite a bit from your car to the 
observatory. 


Griffith 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Edward A. 


Saint Johns, United States 
@ 360 @ 667 @4105 


OGG © 2182019 


12 photos 





Pretty cool but of course just loaded with tourists. Either get here early to park in the small parking 
lot or count on walking up the hill after parallel parking on the way up that hill. If you're smart - like 
us - park in one of the lots down below and pay .50 to ride the shuttle bus. So worth it and so easy. 


The views are fantastic and it's a must experience if you're into sightseeing and doing touristy things 
while in the Los Angeles area. It even has a great view of the hollywood sign. 





See all photos from Edward A. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Usetult1 | | @ Funnys © Cool 10 


Xiaoyu M. 
Old Mountain View, Mountain View, United States 


@ 534 52 Ø 36 


o 8/18/2019 


Ø 1 photo 


Urg. So | dropped off my parents here in the morning, A few hours later, | came to pick them up. 
This time, park staff would not let me drive up to the observatory. | explained that | wasn't trying to 
get into the observatory parking lot, just to drive up to the lawn and pick up my waiting parents. 
Uber and Lyft cars were allowed, but they just would not let me up. There was no cell reception in 
this part of mountain roads so | couldn't call to let my parents know what was going on. There was 
also no parking for miles in each direction, so it wasn't an option for me to park and walk the sandy 
trails to get my arthritis parents. | kept circling via dangerous u-turns on narrow mountain roads, 
and kept getting turned away by these unreasonable park people. | was so stressed out and afraid 
my parents would be anxious. 





@ Useful 16 @ Funnys @ Colt 
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Steve V. 7 


Atlanta, United States 
@ 509 @ 2217 Ø 2 


OSES 2162019 


This place is a learning adventure for all ages. It has always been free, except for the planetarium 
and certain shows, but the general admission portion is plenty to fill an entire day. The recent 
changes in the parking has diminished the experience, but they have to make money somehow. It is 
extremely busy during prime days/hours, so pick your time to visit wisely. 


My favorite room is upstairs where they have all of the plants with scaled models of them and you 
can read interesting facts about each. It is cool how you can weigh yourself to see how gravity on 
each planet affects you. The free show the day we went was creating a meteor and was entertaining, 
and educational at the same time. Waiting in line to look into the telescope was not as cool as | 
thought. 


@ Useful3 @ Funny @ Cool3 


Grace A. 
Sylmar, Sylmar, United States 


@0@s 


6 8/15/2019. © Updated review 


Parking & parking attendants are nightmares especially to handicapped drivers 


Useful Funny Cool 
ful y 


Go 8/13/2019 - Previous review 


The handicap parking situation here is UNACCEPTABLE. The parking attendants are rude and inept. 


We arrived 5 minutes after opening and made multiple trips looking for an open disabled spot. An... 
Read more 


Rusty L. 
Hollywood, Los Angeles, United States 


1 @26 
O00 2112019 


It's free! And it's amazing! There are several levels below ground too, so the place is humongous, 
including a reasonably-priced Wolfgang Puck cafe downstairs that has great food and additional 
restrooms (understandably, there is always a line in the lobby restrooms). The only thing that costs 
money (and they are totally optional) are the Planetarium Shows and they are in the $6 range per 
person (cheaper with student IDs); | recommend you see at least one. Usually they have three 
different Planetarium shows to choose from. The main upstairs looks like you are in Ancient Rome. 
There are also all kings of staircases and routes in and out of the building to explore, which lead to 
balconies and rooftop observation domes, and even fantastic view of Los Angeles' distant downtown 
(and all the buildings in between). -- Highly recommended! 





@ Usefult @ Funny @ Cool 


Dennis H. GED 


Irvine, United States 
260 @ 773 B 924 


90000 2110 
5 photos 

A symbol of Los Angeles ... what else do you have to say? 

First visited here way back in the mid 80s for a school field trip. Visited numerous times during 
college. Finally dropped by again taking some out of town friends. The renovations and paint look 


nice. Place is as beautiful as ever. Came during a nice sunny day with few clouds.... Hollywood sign, 
James Dean bust, and the LA backdrop! 





See all photos from Dennis H. for Griffith Observatory 
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@ useful 6 @ Funny 2 @ Cool4 


Matt B. 
San Diego, United States 


0 ®2 611 
OOD 222019 


Fun time for the whole fam with a bit of history and learning mixed in. Parking is an issue so be 
prepared to circle the lot. We didn't see the show but it looked pretty cool. It's all free except the 
planetarium so the crowds are always there. You will dig it so just work it into your LA tour. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Greta V. 
Studio City, Los Angeles, United States 


@50 @ 106 B85 
oo 8/7/2019 


1 photo 


| don't know what happened and why this place has suddenly become so popular, because all they 
did to it was reduce the variety of shows to only 3 and turn parking into a complete nightmare. No 
other "improvements" have been made. Their cafeteria still has the worst cappuccino and food 
options and the gift store is ridiculously overpriced. 

Parking is more expensive than Hollywood: you go to a nightclub on a Saturday night and pay $20 
flat fee for as long as you want. Here you pay $10 AN HOUR on any weekday during day time! (I 
assume because now they have to pay those useless but numerous parking assistants they've hired 
to do nothing.) On top of that, prepare to hunt down an open spot and fight for it. 

It used to be so much better when it was less crowded and there was no parking bs, it was free and 
always available so long as you came in the morning or early afternoon and the street to the top was 
two-way. It used to be a nice place to hang out, now it's a complete MESS. 


Bus line. No cards or bills larger than $1 





@ Useful 2 @ Funny 2 @ cool 


Rochelle N. GSE) 


Miami, United States 


@ 144 ®73 B252 
ooo 8/6/2019 


5 photos 


We were driving through LA towards Carmel, and a friend recommended that we make a quick stop 
at the Griffith Observatory to get beautiful views of LA. These were very nice views of LA, and this 
would probably go up to a 4 star if we would have visited on a clear day or at night time. On the day 
that we visited, we weren't able to appreciate the view of LA due to the clouds. Unfortunately, we 
didn't visit the observatory since we were on a time crunch, and therefore cannot comment in that 
regard - but when we walked inside, everyone seemed to be enjoying the group tours. On a positive 
note, we were able to get a good picture of the Hollywood sign - which was pretty cool. We visited 
on a Friday around 11:30 a.m., and it was extremely crowded. We had to park on the side of 
mountain about 2 miles down, which was quite a hike on a very hot day. But it isn't too bad so long 
as you hydrate. | honestly do believe that the observatory must be beautiful at sunset and 
nighttime. 
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@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Pyra-Danny S. 
Greater Carrollwood, United States 


@ 151 @ 682 Ø 1027 
OOOES 212019 


GREAT VIEWS WITH A TOUCH OF SCIENCE 

(Warning: Young adults from Central Florida in for vacation) It seemed the majority of the Griffith 
Observatory crowds were there for the outside views and not the observatory itself. However, the 
views outside are freakin’ awesome (beautiful during a clear sunset), and having the observatory as 
a photo backdrop is iconic. But not once did | have to wait in line inside to read a plaque or touch an 
exhibit... Sure there were crowds, but not for the galactic features. 


THREE LEVELS OF THINGS TO DO 

All for freeeeee!! It took me a while to realize there was a relatively new basement level which really, 
really felt more like typical, natural museums around the country. It was much emptier than the 
above floors, but still packed with entertaining visuals of space. 


AROUND THE OBSERVATORY 

Griffith Park itself is huge with many trails, various elevations, parks, playgrounds, etc. | highly 
suggest taking a rideshare up because the observatory's parking lot is pretty small. In heading up 
the winding road there, we passed scores and scores of cars parked in a conga line (starting from a 
half-mile before the observatory itself), and their riders huffing their way up the street to the 
building. | highly enjoyed this place and was more annoyed with disrespectable visitors than with 
anything at the observatory itself.. 





@ Useful2 @ Funny @ Cool 


Glenmarie J. 
Daly City, United States 


@ 257 @ 48 B22 
ooo 8/1/2019 


The day we went it was closed. Was really here to see the Hollywood sign, but found out it was a 

long hike. With 3 kids that wasn't gonna happen. So did a little walking, took alot of pictures since 
that was basically all you could've done. Views were amazing, too bad there was that smog cloud 
over the city. Will need to visit when open. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Matthew J. 
Los Angeles, United States 


B00 @31 B12 
OOO 7212019 


Amazing views and cool planetarium. We went to see "Centered in the Universe" and it was pretty 
fun and educational. Despite the great number of people, the vast openness of the area gave us 
plenty of opportunities to soak up the city lights (we came at night to see the sunset). 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Simon R. 
Los Angeles, United States 


@ 309 Mee B 1435 
BOGSO 7222019 


B 12 photos 


REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE 
James Dean- Jim Stark 
Natalie Wood ~ Judy 

Sal Mineo ~ Plato 

Corey Allen ~ Buzz Gunderson 
Nicolas Ray 
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See all photos from Simon R. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool | 


Margueritte H. 
Los Angeles, United States 


Q@3@14 
oo 7/26/2019 


The free admission is huge plus. This place is absolutely awesome and | have visited the observatory 
since | was a kid. In fact, it's so awesome that Griffith Observatory is a destination spot for tourists 
from across America, even around the world. | love the shows and the exhibits never lost their 
ability give a special sense of wonder..... 

cnn Until Los Angeles's recent changes to increase revenue took precedence over concern for access 
to the place. It took me over an hour in heavy traffic while driving, so anticipation was building for 
my disabled sons and |, | had already planned to spend money for the shows/exhibits, food and 
gifts, but the added sticker shock of $10/hour for parking was a bridge too far. | saw the parking fee 
and said, "Really"???? Lack of access for disabled or low income? Apparently not a problem, | guess. 
Can't hike a mile uphill? Too bad. Get in shape. Yes, there is a Dash Shuttle bus from a Sunset Red 
Line, but it's not a Park n' Ride....... The online information states "There is No Parking Anywhere 
Nearby This Station.” Where do you stash your car in order to ride this bus? Uber And Lyft are also 
expensive if you use them during "surge" times. 

I love the Griffith Observatory, but it seems to have become rather exclusive. It doesn't mean that | 
won't try to visit again, but it does mean that other Places of Attraction will be considered before this 
one. 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Olga M. 
Los Angeles, United States 


062 @5 


Go 7/23/2019 


We used to love this place and come a lot. We just went there and parking was $10 per HOUR! - I 
hope this is just summer price. 
One hour is not enough; 2.5 hours would be ideal, but paying $30 is too much. 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool | 





Roze 7. 
Los Angeles, United States 


3015 





o 7/15/2019 


While trying to park, | was yelled at and threatened by two different people working as traffic 
directors Friday 7/12 afternoon. | heard and saw them screaming at multiple other drivers as well. 
Put up some signs, maybe?? 


Wanted to enjoy a nice date with my man but instead was subjected to verbal abuse. Great. 


Fuck this unorganized mess. 


@usetult | | @Funnys | | @coott 
| 


Ashley A. CEE 


Chicago, United States 
@415 @ 450 B1155 


O00 719 


I've been here twice, once on a hike & once on a date. 


Initial thoughts: parking is a nightmare. Some people park on the winding roads but that actually 
turns into a hike. And, if you like to keep it cute in dresses, that means you aren't ready for a hike. 
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Speaking of hikes, I've hiked here too. It was challenging and fun and when we came over the hill 
and entered the observatory, no one batted an eye. 


Why? Because we're fabulous! 
Jk 


Actually, it's because the observatory is free and doesn't have a dress code. All are welcomed here, 
whether you hike with a pal or hike to avoid paying for parking, jk. 


@ Useful 4 @ Funny 1 @ Cool 5 


C234 85 6 7 6 @ 1a 2 6 of 168 


648 other reviews that are not currently recommended v 


You Might Also Consider Sponsored © 


Maze Rooms Escape Room - Culver City 


oooge 291 @ 16.2 km away from Griffith Observatory 


Jimmy T. said "Well, there's a reason why they have such awesome reviews...because it was an 
awesome experience. Both Curtis and John explained everything thoroughly to create the best 
experience for us, They asked questions about our own..." read more 

in Escape Games 


The Room-Live Escape Room LA 


ooog 194 Ọ 9.6 km away from Griffith Observatory 


Lalinda H. said "Well, well, well. What can | saw about this place!! We mistakenly didn't confirm our 
reservation and Kayla saw us coming in and nicely stopped us on her way out. Lonf story short, she 
went back in and graciously honored our time...." read more 

in Haunted Houses, Escape Games 


Collections Including Griffith Observatory 
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0 @o Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 


lan H. 
Toronto, ON 


0 @9 
O00000 732019 


Great views of the city from up here as well as the hollywood sign. They offer a great free show 
inside on tons of things about space and the telescope and things. As well as you can pay a very 
reasonable price for a really great planetarium show! definitely worth the trip up here! 


Useful Funny Cool 
y 
Molly M. _ 
Palmdale, United States 
02: ©7 84 


O00000 7102019 


Incredible! Fred Q was extremely helpful and knowledgeable. | came with a few friends and we had 
tons of questions and concerns about the solar system, Frank was able to answer all of them and 
put our worries at ease. Amazing guy. Very charismatic! 

@ Funny 


@ Useful @ Cool 


Melody C. 


Brooklyn, United States 


45 @ 307 Ø 528 
BBG 722019 


Free. Check. Views. Check. 


Who doesn't love free views? Made my way up here via car a little before sunset and found parking 
on a slope. Parking costs money, and then there's still a 10-25 minute walk up to the observatory but 
it depends how close you parked. There were gorgeous views on the walk up so it was a nice 
experience. 


Went inside the observatory but it wasn't that special. Mainly came to take pics with the Hollywood 
sign, albeit a bit small in the distance lol. Since it's an elevated area, it can definitely get chilly when 
the sun sets. So make sure you bring a cardigan or something and comfortably shoes to walk in! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ oo! 


Victoria F. 


Coral Gables Section, Coral Gables, United States 


11 O63 B22 
BeOS 722019 
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griffithobservatory.org GB 
(213) 473-0800 Vy 


Get Directions 
2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA ® 
90027, United States 


You Might Also Consider 
Sponsored © 


Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


oooo « 


18.1 km 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


0000p 


34.3 km 


Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own home!... read more 
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| don't care what your local tour guide might tell you, YOU NEED TO GO. I've also heard they host 
movies at the park but I'm not quite sure that is hosted here or the general park. | got to check out 
one of the telescopes made in the 1920's and HOLY MOTHER... it's just as breathtaking as the view. 
The planetarium shows that they host were also neat, great for the little ones, and relatively cheap 
so | recommend that as well. 


Advice: Arrive at least 1/1.5 hrs before SUNSET because parking is tricky and it's a bit of a walk (not 
really difficult but at a slight incline) to the actual observatory, depending on where you park. 


But imagine: you're on this remote mountain overlooking millions of tiny lights and the Pacific 
Ocean in the horizon. My only regret is not goong every night while | was in LA. 





@ Useful3 @ Funny @ Coolt 


Anderson N. 
San Jose, United States 


4 @21 112 
opoopo 7/8/2019 - €} Updated review 


ØB 1 photo 





This place is located close to the Hollywood and offers amazing views of Los Angeles. | highly 
recommend buying a ticket for the Planetarium. It was truly an amazing experience. There are 
parking near the top, and it's the same price as closer to the bottom. 


Tesla coil 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Coo 


This place is located close to the Hollywood and offers amazing views of Los Angeles. | highly 


recommend buving a ticket for the Planetarium. It was truly an amazing experience. There are... 
Read more 





9- Previous review 


is awe 


Oreland, United States 
@2 W161 Ø 1616 


OOOO 720» 


21 photos 


It's wonderful place to enjoy Los Angeles's light scene, especially sunset time. Recommended for the 
show in the spherical theatre. 





See all photos from #4 for Griffith Observatory 
@ Useful @ Funny @ Coo 
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Desiree M. 
El Paso, United States 


@0 B16 B7 
O00000 722019 


4 photos 


Love this place not only because it's free but so beautiful and enlightening. Not very handicapped 
friendly and cafe and gift shop could add more stuff but definitely learned a lot and some of the 
most breathtaking views of the city and Hollywood sign. 





Useful Funn! Cool 
y 





Kingwood, United States 
41 @ 208 A72 


Oooo 71219 


We liked this place so much that we visited twice. Parking was an issue. It was very limited and pretty 
expensive at $8 an hour. We decided to park near the Greek and pay the $.50 per person to ride the 
bus to the top where the observatory is. Food in their cafe is a bit on the high side and not the best 
in terms of quality. So, why did | give it four stars? Because this place is so cool! Seriously. There are 
so many neat things to see here, First of all, it is the best place to grab that photo with the 
Hollywood sign. Did you know that the third O is owned by Warner Brothers? Neither did | until | 
took the Warner Brothers studio tour. See my review on that one. Spoiler alert. | liked that place too. 
But I digress. The free admission was nice. See the Tesla coil in action, So cool! We did not pay to see 
any of the films and | do not feel like | missed anything. As | stated earlier, we went back on another 
night to take advantage of the public telescope. Be advised that the line is long. Line up early. They 
will close the door on your at 9:30pm with no exception. They shut the door shortly after we made it 
in. My advice to the observatory would be to just stop the line at 9:30 rather than make people come 
back another night. | would have been devastated had | been the unfortunate one to have the door 
shut in my face. All in all, | loved this place and would recommend it to anyone and will definitely be 
back in future trips to Hollywood. 


@ useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Jennifer H. 
Los Lunas, United States 


0 ©2 611 
O00000 1202019 


Our teenagers wanted to see the Hollywood sign. We were able to park right at the top and had a 
great visit 


Useful Funn: Cool 
y 


Smee W. CEEB 


Honolulu, United States 


71 @ 357 711 
90000 «202019 
Ø 1 photo 
Very nice place to visit. You get to see the Hollywood sign, and their observatory is nice. | 


recommend to visit during the night, as the telescope will be open and the view is great. Definitely 
worth to check it out. 
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@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Krystel L. 
Modesto, United States 


@7 Wee 103 
OCC 5272019 


6 photos 


This place is great. Free (unless you pay for a showing or buy something from the gift shop/cafe), 
fun, and informative. Unfortunately, we did not have time to go to any of the showings. We went 
during the day on a Thursday and it was busy. | can imagine it being busier at night but probably 
even more beautiful than it is in the day. You can learn a lot about stars, planets, and the 
instruments used to study them. 


There is paid parking near the observatory. | don't remember how much it is but you can find out on 
the website. You can also park at the Greek Theater for free (if there are no events that night at the 
theater) and take the shuttle up for $0.25 or walk uphill about a mile to the Observatory. 


I'd like to visit again at nighttime. 





= 





See all photos from Krystel L. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful4 @ Funny @ Cool 


Andy N. pa 


Fort Worth, United States 
191 @65 B76 


OGG 525/2019 
B 8 photos 
Nice place for a walk/hike along w a spectacular view of the city including the Hollywood sign. | 


would recommend you park up next to the front entrance rather than below the hill unless you want 
to walk further. The price is the same everywhere at $8 per hour in increments of 1 hour prepaid. 


Gal eas @ - 


See all photos from Andy N. for Griffith Observatory 









@ useful 1 @ Funny @ Cool 


Rhianna M. GSE 


Athens, United States 
@75 @110 8113 


OOO 242019 


3 photos 
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This is a must see for first time LA tourists (or anyone!). The sightseeing is amazing (especially of 
downtown and the Hollywood sign), and it's just iconic to the area. The planetarium show was pretty 
great and the exhibits are interactive and fun. Definitely recommend 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Nathan S. 
Los Angeles, United States 


B 106 @ 201 @228 
O00000 2222019 


4 photos 


I'm perhaps the only person in town who actually comes here for the astronomy exhibits instead of 
just for the view of DTLA. | really recommend taking some time to explore the amazing exhibits and 
information in the Griffith observatory. There's also an astronomy show that you can watch every 30 
minutes or so, quite expensive, but it's still nice. There's also a nice bookstore in the observatory 
with space themed merchandise. And then, of course, you have the view :) 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Miss M. 
Jackson, United States 


0 @30 817 
O65 0222019 


5 photos 


| took great pics. It was such beautiful scenery. It's worth the trip there. The staff was friendly. 





See all photos from Miss M. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ cool 





Jason M. 
Bronx, United States 


@504 @ 945 @ 4097 


O00 5222019 


5 photos 


My friend suggested we visit the Griffith Observatory after grabbing some dinner. | kind of had a 
"take it or leave it" attitude but since it wasn't too late we decided to make the drive up and check it 
out. 


I really didn't know what to expect, but before | could even experience it I had to find parking. The 
observatory was super crowded, so we ended up finding a spot on one of the trails leading up to the 
main area. I'll admit this kind of sucked, because we were a little over a mile away from the actual 
observatory, and it was dark, and there were no street lights - but, there were a lot of people in the 
same boat so we weren't alone. Also, it ended up being a nice after-dinner walk. Oh, and FYI they 
charge for parking. 
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Once we reached the top we did a little exploring. The observatory is essentially a large building with 
a few astronomy exhibits on the inside and multiple levels outside to...observe. The views were 
amazing to be honest - you could see so much, maybe the entire city of Los Angeles? Since we were 
there at night, it was especially pretty seeing everything lit up. There's also a cool feature on the top 
deck where you can look into a huge telescope, but we didn't get a chance since there was a line and 
they were closing soon, 


Overall, despite the hike to get up there, Griffith Observatory is really worth it, The views are 
magnificent and you'll end up learning something too. 





See all photos from Jason M. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny 3 @ Cool 5 


Carolyn P. 
Leander, United States 


o0 @2 


O00000 122019 


We loved visiting Griffith Observatory during our time in LA. | highly recommend reading the 
information about parking before heading there. We didn't... and quickly realized there isn't a ton of 
parking and it's $8/hr. We read up and realized there's a bus which runs from the bottom where 
there's free parking up to the top. Costs $0.50 each way and was way worth it to avoid the parking 
hassle. Enjoy views and check out the observatory! 





@ Useful @ Funny @ ool 
Jacklyn Y. = 
Jericho, United States 
@7 ©24 B13 
O00000 «16201 


2 photos 


What a breath of fresh air this place is! If you are a visitor in LA or a student in need of fresh air, or 
someone that just needs an escape from the city, this is a perfect day outing location. Its family 
friendly, date friendly, and workout friendly! | highly recommend watching the show and looking 
through the telescope if given the chance! Also, bring some picnic blankets and a football or 
something because the open spaces allow for just straight up chilling. | would definitely spend a day 
here just laying down and reading or tanning even. 10/10 recommend for everyone whose in the LA 
area 


Observatory 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Amethyst W. vee 
Lyon Charter Township, United States 


231 @ 444 @ 3506 
BOG068 515/2019 
B 24 photos 


This is a really nice place to visit. We Ubered here because, but we heard parking is just awful. You 
can take public transportation here from the Greek theater, and to go back down you can do the 
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same. Uber can't pick you back up here because of the lack of cell signal, but once you take the bus 
back down it's fine. It's so nice up here, the views are beautiful. Bring quarters so you can use the 
telescopes they have around the property. Also, it maybe worth bringing your own snacks and 
drinks if you're not excited about cafeteria food. The food is pricey and a bit picked over. It's a nice 
place to visit and if you have the right shoes, a fun walk to take. Definitely recommend a visit. 
Admission is free. Some shows are free too others you do have to pay. Students bring your ID and 
tickets are $5.00 for the show. Same with seniors. Adults are $7.00. 





See all photos from Amethyst W. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful7 @ Funny 3 @ Cool? 


Matza R. 
Agoura Hills, United States 


025 @ 222 877 


BOGS «162019 


One of the best things to do in LA cheaply. They have operational telescopes to view and a working 
model of a Tesla coil. Hundreds of great astronomy exhibits and a theatre showing the Cosmos (| 
could have skipped this.) 

Definitely a sight worthy of your time 


@ Useful @ Funny © ool 

2 4S 6 7 SO TO Ti 7 of 168 
648 other reviews that are not currently recommended v 
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0 @o Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 


Michael S. 
New York, United States 


@119 117 75 
0005 


2 photos 








Love this place but it's always over congested now and it sucks that they charge for parking. It used 
to be free before but at least the entrance is still free, Not much has changed inside for the last 5 
years. Would be cool if they had more interactive exhibits but there is an amazing view and it is a 
landmark and symbol for LA. Definitely visit on a weekday though. 





@ Useful1 @ Funny 1 @ Cool 


Jose M. 
Los Angeles, United States 


01 @38 @4 
GOOG 122019 


B 1 photo 





The place to be when you stressing out. LA life can be stressful depending on you, but if you need a 
place to hike and just have a piece of nature this is the place to be. Don't matter which pathway you 
take, you will enjoy it. Either morning or evening is great. Once you reach the top just close your 
eyes and enjoy nature in the middle of LA... 
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Get Directions 
2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA ® 
90027, United States 
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Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


oooo « 


18.1 km 





"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


34.3 km 





Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own home!... read more 
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© Useful @ Funny e Cool j 


Lara W. 
Beverly Hills, United States 


21 @127 B56 
O00000 £52019 


I would like to say a couple words about one of the most popular and my favorite place in Los 
Angeles. There are so many spots for photo around the Griffith Observatory. My lovely place to be in 
day time and in evening. Of pure the best way is weekday and not too late cuz as you already know 
this is absolutely touristy place haha. Museum is nice but nothing special. Motorcycle parking is free. 
Greek theatre is close - good tip. 

Absolutely recommend for visiting. 


@ useful 1 @ Funny @ c11 


Ed GU. 
Las Vegas, United States 


@1 @107 B197 
D0000 652019 


5 photos 


Never seize to amaze me. Came here the first time back in 2013 and personally met Colin Farrell. 
Then my husband and | moved to Cali and it would be our once in a month visit spot. We used to live 
less than 30 minutes. A good place to hike and nice views of downtown LA and the Hollywood sign 
and hills. Every time we're in town. We come here which is literally once a year with friends 





See all photos from Ed G U. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Tom G. 


Westlake Village, United States 
157 @ 467 @ 2659 


Bee 2312019 


Man O' man but I love this place. We've been here many times and it just never gets old. So much 
to see and last night, Saturday was no exception. 





We caught a planetarium show + we saw the Bumpy theater show of the Observatory remodeling. 
On our prior visit we were there during the day and hiked in the adjacent hills. 


Criticisms: parking sucks. It's near impossible at night near the top. So we parked down by the 
Greek theater and paid $0.50 per person for a bus ride to the top. 


Advice n insights? Tickets are only sold within a couple hours or so of the show times. So you can't 
buy an 8:45 pm show before 6pm. 


@ Useful 4 @ Funny1 @ Cool1 


Nikki P. ge 
Carlsbad Village, Carlsbad, United States 
@216 @4 B4 


o 5/30/2019 


The views aren't worth the stress. We went up there yesterday around 1:30 and were only there for 
an hour but when we got back our car had been broken into and stuff stolen out of our car. From 
these reviews it seems that has happened often here. A shame too, considering the number of park 
ranger vehicles you see at the top of the hill walking up to the building. We weren't even parked that 
far away, it was a heavily foot trafficked area just to the right of the hill to the observatory. Just a 
shame. 
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Joe F. 
Albuquerque, United States 


0@17 85 
OOOO 5292019 
Nice observatory, knowledge astronomy staff, friendly security, less than stellar staff at the cafe. 
Awesome exhibits, great views of Downtown LA, the Hollywood sign, and the sunset. 


Cashier at the cafe had an attitude about all the tables are dirty and "we clean them all the time." 
Cleaning staff was awesome and cleaned the table with no issues. 


@ Useful2 @ Funny @ Cool 


TK. 
Norristown, United States 


01 03 @3 


O00 5/28/2019 


Get there late afternoon-early morning, but make sure that you leave by around 3pm or you are 
stuck. At night, good luck. 


Make sure you visit the Samuel Oschin Planetarium and Stephanie has to be your narrator or it's not 
worth it. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Seb K. 
Marina Del Rey, United States 


01 0102 
oo 5/26/2019 


I wanted to like Griffith Observatory but | was all-around underwhelmed. 


The exhibits were quite frankly boring, with static and largely non-interactive stations offering tiny 
bits of information about different subjects. The cosmos is fascinating, yet the way in which Griffith 
is structured feels extremely dated and largely uninspired. 


There are also significant quality of life issues that don't exactly make the experience better: 
woefully insufficient parking, an inadequately small cafe, poor speakers (a guide was using the PA 
system to talk about the solar system and it was really hard to understand him), there's an area just 
a few yards away from the main entrance where the observatory keeps its trash bins, which makes 
for a devastatingly smelly welcome, etc. 


I rescue the views and the fact that the place was clean. That's it. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Neethu S. 
Sayreville, United States 


0 @14 B2 
BOOED 3262019 


Amazing for any space fanatic or science geek! the pendulum when first entering is actually 
breathtaking and the science is explained beautifully for any interested ears, Perspective as gained 
on the celestial bodies and us. Make sure you go when it is sunny for the microscopes to work!!! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Taylor H. 


Rochester, United States 
B 150 @ 551 Ø 1308 


OO06 © 242019 


Ø 2 photos 
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I sadly did not get to go inside the facility so this review is only for the outside views. Hopefully, | can 
come back and edit this in the future. The facility looks gorgeous from the outside and it appears to 
have two giant telescopes. There is a small hiking path on the property and there is a view of the 
Hollywood sign from the top of the hill. 





@ Useful3 @ Funny @ Cool1 


LaRae J. 


Lompoc, United States 


97 @ 179 B214 
O00 © 322019 


3 photos 


What an amazing opportunity to see the city from a far as well as the Hollywood sign! Parking is a 
little out of the ordinary, but worth it. Parked in the hill, cost was $8 for an hour. Make sure to take 
the outside stairs to the roof for an amazing view and perfect chance for selfies. As far as the inside, 
I'm not big on space, so | won't be a good judge of character for that portion. 





@ useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Shushi M. 
Tujunga, Los Angeles, United States 


012 ©8 B2 


O00000 2222019 


Super cool place to check out to see the Hollywood sign. Parking stinks but if you go early enough 
you shouldn't have a problem. There are many cool areas to read about and check out. Tons of 
outdoor areas to walk around or sit. The views are 360 degrees in this area and it's stunning!!! It's 
free to walk in and a couple bucks to see the presentation. Definitely a tourist spot but | recommend 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Allen P. 
Los Angeles, United States 


1 ©1199 B28 
O00000 2212019 


2 photos 


If you're visiting LA, the spot is a must! It's actually a place for the Hollywood sign viewing as well. My 
best tip is to explore every open door in the observatory, bring snack and bottle water. | went in a 
hike there is a trail starting a ross from the parking lot. Access directly to the H sign is a very very 
long hike from here. 
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$0.50, what a bargain. Can get crowded dur... 


Dash shuttle stops here instead of car park... 





@ Useful 3 @ Funny © Coolt 
Roxanne S. Sua 
San Francisco, United States 
@o ®15 2 


OOO 2122019 


Absolutely love to visit! The building and view are incredible the exhibits are really informational and 
excite the imagination about space. Highly Recommend visiting if you are in Los Angeles! 





@ Funny @ Cool 
Sandra D. ae 
Orange, United States 
0 @2 03 


ooog — 5/16/2019 


Beautiful views on a clear day. It gets crowded very quickly, but for the most part everyone is polite. 
Parking can be a bit of a hassle, so plan accordingly. The hikes are fun for the whole family, but 
make sure you bring comfortable shoes, and attire you don't mind getting dirty, as for the most part 
all the paths are dirt. If your fair, or sensitive to the sun, bring a hat and apply sunscreen. Scenic 
setting for pictures morning, noon, and night. The museum inside offers an interesting look at what 
was, what is, and what could possibly be in our Stars. | like to visit the Museum multiple times 
through out the year! 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Molly H. 
Burbank, United States 


0@5 Be 
O00 5102019 
Ø 1 photo 


Stunning views of Los Angeles and the Hollywood sign! Take your time and explore the inside, which 
is a museum related to space and how our planet interacts with it. 





@ useful 1 @ Funny @ Cool 


Lorena H. 
Torrance, United States 


35 @37 
ooo 5/1/2019 
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It was a lot of fun .... have to do the shows too .., the lady has such a warm relaxing voice. Always 
love it when I'm here, (2nd time) 
I was disappointed that it was the day that the black hole picture came in and the observatory did 


about anyone but that's why I went there. 
Please update! 
But fun either way .... got lucky with rockstar parking. 


Useful Funny Cool 
y 


Paul L. wa 


Burbank, United States 
@ 258 @ 224 Ø 415 


O00000 4252019 


3 photos 


Warning, this place is a major tourist trap, but | love it for these reasons: 
1. Best place to view the city lights. 

2. Free entry 

3, Great place to nerd out 

4. Hiking routes available to the Observatory 


Here are some tips before arriving at the Park: 

1. Make time - There are plenty of things to see and learn no matter what time of the day you come. 
2. Parking is not free by the Observatory, $10 per hour. If you want to save money, park at the 
bottom of the mountain and find a trail to the Observatory. The trail is elevated and should take 
about 15 minutes. Wear comfortable shoes. 

3. Bring beverages and snacks - The concession stand is not cheap. You will also see people resting 
in the grass area to absorb Vitamin D from the sun. 

4, Be prepared for people stopping for some IG - It's common here. 

5. Additional hiking trails are available by the parking lot and take you to a higher elevation. 

6. Telescope viewing is available in the evening if weather permits. 





@ Useful 14 @ Funny @ Cool 3 


Lisa w. GS 
Lutz, United States 


@ 380 @ 374 Ø 2675 
BBE 42472019 


We had a great time hiking up one of the trails to reach the Griffith Observatory and the gorgeous 
views, including the Hollywood sign. | wish we had more time to actually go through the 
Observatory... Hopefully, next time! 








seful 11 @ Funny7 @ Cool 15 


€ 45 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 > 8 of 168 


648 other reviews that are not currently recommended ¥ 


You Might Also Consider Sponsored © 


Maze Rooms Escape Room - Culver City 


oooog 291 9 16.2 km av 


Jimmy T. said "Well, there's a reason why they have such awesome reviews...because it was an 
awesome experience. Both Curtis and John explained everything thoroughly to create the best 
experience for us. They asked questions about our own..." read more 

in Escape Games 





y from Griffith Observatory 
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0 @o Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 


Lees. 
Los Angeles, United States 


010285 
O00000 2152019 


Came here with my girl after work one day and had a great time. Beautiful views , easy atmosphere. 
Definitely going back 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Nihar B. = 


Los Angeles, United States 


352 @ 90 Ø 131 
BOOED 422019 
1 photo 


Awesome place! If you're in LA and want to see some nice views definitely recommend Griffith! It's a 
bit tough to get too cause parking is kinda crazy, but you can't go to LA without coming here. Next to 
the Hollywood sign and a lot of good hikes! 





@ Cool 


@ Useful @ Funny 


Annamarie D. 


Las Vegas, United States 
152 @ 182 @ 93 


BEES 272019 


© 5 photos 


Amazing! Clean, beautiful, informational... just a few words to describe the observatory. When 
arriving to Griffith park you have a few options for the observatory. Park at free parking given 
there's no theater show that day/evening and walk up the nice long hill to get there, park for free 
and take the dash bus for 50¢ leaving every 20 ish mins or you can pay for hourly parking right up st 
the observatory which fills up quickly. Either way getting there is not a hassle which is nice, plus all 
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griffithobservatory.org GB 
(213) 473-0800 Vy 


Get Directions 
2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA ® 
90027, United States 


You Might Also Consider 
Sponsored © 


Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


0o00 : 
18.1 km 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


0o00: 


34.3 km 


Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own home!... read more 
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the options give a great view of the park, Once at the observatory the cost of admission is free and 
has multiple wings full of amazing information about our earth and everything surrounding it. There 
is shows in the planetarium multiple times a day available for different costs depending on age. | 
wish | would've gotten a good picture of the pendulum that's set right in the center of the entrance. 
Whether you want a fun filled educational day for u and your family or simply want to enjoy the 
views this is a must stop on any LA excursion and a perfect little escape for a couple hours. 


sR 





See all photos from Annamarie D. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


MEP Zach H. 
Pasadena, United States 
9 2176 @ 1282 & 6006 
O00000 422019 


5 photos 











One of the top tourist attractions in LA both day and night. It gets super crowded at times and 
parking is $8 an hour but worth it if you haven't been. Stunning views of the Hollywood sign and 
downtown Los Angeles and the surrounding areas await. Inside the observatory is a bunch of 
astronomy and science exhibits you could spend hours learning about our universe. There are also 
surrounding trails you can hike here, love this spot! 


aaa 


See all photos from Zach H. for Griffith Observatory 





@ Useful s @ Funny 4 @ Cools 


Erv H. 
Los Angeles, United States 


01 Oe B13 
BOGE 422019 


| love hiking to this place from my house in Hollywood. Sometimes | don't go all the way up but 
when | do it's a great payoff with awesome views of the city. I've only caught the observatory open a 
few times but when | do go in it's a fun and fascinating experience. Reminds me of school field trips. 
The coolest thing | saw there was a floating example of lunar vs solar eclipses. This is a great place 
to take your kids. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 





Hillsboro, United States 
@ 151 @ 209 & 807 


OQO 3202019 


8 photos 


Wonderful drive toward park and free of cost entry. Visited this place with family after long day at 
universal studio. Hollywood sign photo. Amazing science exhibit. View of LA Downtown. Sunset was 
a great sight here. Must visit in LA specially during sunset and later at night for laser show which is 
awesome. 
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See all photos from Aalay K. for Griffith Observatory 





© ul 1 @ Funny @ Cool 


Jacqueline W. . 


Fort Meade, United States 
® 132 @75 B170 


OOGE _ 3202019 


© 4 photos 


This was really awesome! My partner is a huge space buff and was really excited to hit this place on 
our LA whirlwind tour! It's such a fun thing to do as a date night or even with the whole family! We 
went pretty late so we didn't have a lot of time to look around the observatory but got a chance to 
see one of the planetarium shows, which was awesome! Most things to do or eat in LA is quite 
expensive but at only $7 a person this is a must do! Also if it's not cloudy you can even look through 
their 64 foot (I think) telescope! 


If | could go back | would have gone earlier to watch the sunset up there! 


The only reason | did not give the observatory 5 stars is because of the parking situation. They have 
a main lot you pay $8 to park at, or parallel parking spots that also cost $8 that range from the main 
lot almost down the entire mountain/hill that you then have to walk up to the observatory (while still 
paying the same amount as those parked across from the grassy area in front of the observatory). 
For free parking you can park at the bottom (I think it's called Griffith park, parking lot) and there's a 
shuttle that will bring you up and down but | am not sure what the schedule looks like. 


Other than the parking sitch this place was awesome and we had a great time! | would definitely 
recommend this for a day or night out! 





@ Useful 4 @ Funny @ Cool 


Navid E. 
Calabasas, United States 


@622 @13 B14 


OO06 © 3202019 


Great place to explore and learn about the solar system. Saw the planetarium and most of the 
exhibits. If you're going in the evening make sure to bring a jacket as the outside areas get extremely 
windy and cold. Suggest getting dropped off with Uber as parking is hard and a lot of people park 
down the hill and have a steep hike up to the observatory. Also, eat beforehand as there are no food 
options on site. 


@ Useful 2 @ Funny 2 @ Coolt 


Pat G. 
Los Angeles, United States 


0 ®6 
O00000 22282019 


This place is a must see in Los Angels 

Full.of history 

And its absolutely stunning 

The footpaths and walks are some of the Best kept secrets 
Try Dantes peak Beautiful 

Bring water 
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© Useful @ Funny © Cool 
Emily S. wee 


Pleasanton, United States 


058 @11 B9 
60066: 


Ø 1 photo 


2019 





Quick and fun trip. Good views at top of mountain and bus service so you don't have to walk all the 
way up. Telescope on clear nights. 





Justanother R. 
Hesperia, United States 


@o @32 
oo 3/27/2019 


The only thing great about this place is the view and hiking trails. Everything is outdated and not 
very interactive. The kids were bored and ready to leave within the first 15 minutes. If you do go, 
make sure to park at The Greek for free and take the bus for 50 cents. 


@ useful 1 @ Funny @ Coo 


Angelica B. 
Murrieta, United States 


@ ss @ 160 H99 
0005 : 


My kids and I finally got to visit the Griffith observatory . First of all this place is farrrrr from 
Temecula / Murrieta . It took forever to get there . Anywho , as your driving to find this place you 
can't help but notice the gorgeous houses that surround it . The houses are amazing . once you 
finally find your way to the lower parking lot you will learn that you can either hike up to the 
observatory or take a bus up to the observatory . if you take the bus its 50 cents each way . when 
you get to the top you will notice the beautiful views . on a clear day like when we went you can even 
see the ocean . you will also be able to get neat pics of the Hollywood sign . my kids really enjoyed 
that . oh yeah admission is free . so that's nice . we had a good time . we look forward to coming 
back 





6/2019 


@ Useful3 @ Funny @ Cool 1 


Angela L. . 


Las Vegas, United States 
@35 © 150 Ø 307 


90000 22120 


What a great place to learn about the sky! We had the chance to tour today and got a little geeked 
about going to the next astronomy club meeting in Vegas just to see if we can see the cool things we 
learned about at Griffith. 





eful @ Funny © Coo! 


Melissa R. 
Nashville, United States 


®10 @ 23 6 32 
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opoo 3/23/2019 


I did like seeing the view. But not into all the indoors things to see. Also was hard to get to. Glad I 
Ubered to it. Probably won't be back. 


Useful Funn: Cool 
y 


Neda O. 


Aliso Viejo, United States 
224 @ 305 @ 389 


OSESs 2222019 


Not sure why | confused this place with the Getty Museum, but let's just say | was lost the whole car 
ride here. lol! 

Parking is, of course, terrible (and expensive), as it is in LA, but my friend and | had a wonderful walk 
to and from the Observatory. 

The exhibits here were amazing to look at, and definitely more my speed than the Getty (no hate to 
artists out there), | learned so much about the planets, Earth, and 3-D space than | would have 
imagined I'd be able to learn. 

My friend and | came here to witness the last Supermoon of 2019, and it was so gorgeous to watch 
the moon with a view of the city in the background, 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Clinton L. 
Henderson, United States 


0010281 
BOCES 2212019 


Absolutely spectacular at night. | recommend going right before sunset and getting one of their 
planetarium showings. There's so much to do and see inside, and I'll definitely pass through here 
every time I'm down in LAp 


Useful Funn; Cool 
y 


Daisy W. 
Tampa, United States 


00108: 01 
600 _ © 221209 


The view was awesome but finding parking/walking up the giant hill was terrible. The inside was 
okay but small. 


Useful Funn! Cool 
y 


Lauren K. 
Manhattan, New York, United States 


® 240 M72 8139 
6606 © 3212019 


Beautiful views and you can't beat that it's free! It's pretty small so you don't need to budget much 
time here, unless you're planning on attending one of the shows. My sister and | got discounted 
student tickets for the planetarium show and it was totally worth the $5 each. Much of the free parts 
of the observatory are definitely targeted towards children but all ages can definitely enjoy! 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 





Perth, Australia 
51 @ 231 Ø 1281 


OOOO © 2192010 


8 photos 


I love the Observatory itself, the educational show and the exhibits. Wish we had time to do some 
trekking around the area and visit the adjacent bird park as well. 

However, going over the weekend was probably not such a good idea. Going up and parking took 
some effort. | don't do well if it's not me driving so not throwing up on the shuttle up really 
dampened down energy levels. Perhaps mid-week to fully explore and enjoy the grounds would be 
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better!. 
Don't forget to bring small change to use the scopes on the observation deck- really fantastic views 
of the city from the observatory! 





See all photos from Dian H. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful 4 @ Funny @ Coolt 


Tsu S. 
Covina, United States 


Bo O26 B922 
OBOG068 _ 3142019 


Cool place with an outstanding view. Free parking can be horrendous since you'd have to walk 1 
mile uphill just to get to the observatory, which is difficult for someone people who might have 
physical impairments. Cafe there is nice, and the exhibit is informative. Overall a great location to 
educate students of all ages, great place to educate children, and there's hiking trails nearby. Would 
give it 5 stars though, if the exhibit was larger because it's easy to tour the building in a little over a 
hour, 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


£56 7 B 9 10 11 12 135 2 9 of 168 


648 other reviews that are not currently recommended ¥ 


You Might Also Consider Sponsored O 


Maze Rooms Escape Room - Culver City 


Boon.: @ 16.2 km away from Griffith Observatory 


Jimmy T. said "Well, there's a reason why they have such awesome reviews...because it was an 
awesome experience. Both Curtis and John explained everything thoroughly to create the best 
experience for us. They asked questions about our own..." read more 

in Escape Games 


The Room-Live Escape Room LA 


OOOGE 9 9.6 km away from Griffith Observatory 


Lalinda H. said "Well, well, well. What can | saw about this place!! We mistakenly didn't confirm our 
reservation and Kayla saw us coming in and nicely stopped us on her way out. Lonf story short, she 
went back in and graciously honored our time...." read more 

in Haunted Houses, Escape Games 
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Username 
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0 @o Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 


Laurie J. 
Manhattan, United States 
@ 224 @ 126 169 


OGG 2722019 


A true landmark and a glorious spot iN LA let alone the Western Hemisphere! They have exhibits 
and a restaurant. Hiking on Griffith parks desert terrain is the best urban hiking | have experienced 
(aside from Central Park in nyc:)). | come here any chance | get-Uber is quick but there's a shuttle 
too. Enjoy! 


@ useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Elexi M. 
Las Vegas, United States 


® 109 M33 @7 
BOSS 212019 


I love this place so much especially if you're into science ! Great view of Los Angeles, although 
parking | would suggest come early it's a hike if you park down the hill. It's a hike to get up there ! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


N Matthew C. 


Overland Park, United States 
120 @373 @ 771 


13 photos 


3/7/2019 


I wanted to give this place a proper 5 star review, but alas | cannot. With it being such a beautiful, 
genuine location atop one of the most populated cities in the world, myriad tourists make it literally 
impossible to have a true experience here. Firstly they charge like $10 an hour to park after you've 
slogged through single-lane traffic for the last half an hour to arrive at their uber-crowded parking 
lot stocked full with a bevy of just-emptied tour buses. 


When you finally get inside, an old quote about stars rushes to the forefront: 


"There are more stars in the sky - and tourists inside the Griffith Observatory - than there are grains 
of sand on all of the beaches of this world!" 


Elbow to elbow. Smelly people, children, the total gambit of humanity squished together for the 
ignorant mass consumption of interstellar knowledge. Honestly, | would have adored this hallowed 
and weighty place - consumed every bit of it - had it not been for the throngs and hoards of 
wandering and unsophisticated selfie monsters. 


The exhibits are top notch - with a live Tesla coil, a real, touchable meteor downstairs, and a very 
large telescope on the roof. The view of the city from the roof is the best part - | could have spent 
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griffithobservatory.org Ka} 


@ 


(213) 473-0800 


Get Directions 
2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA © 
90027, United States 


You Might Also Consider 
Sponsored © 


Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


6000 _- 


18.1 km 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


00000 =: 
34.3 km 


Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own home!... read more 
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the evening drinking in that vista, and nothing else. Albeit, the people are the worst. 


Further, the line for the telescope is almost always nearly an hour long wait or more, people 
standing in the sun for a glimpse of the sky above - unbeknownst to the fateful line of said 
woebegone's, light pollution ambient in our atmosphere renders any ground-based telescope - even 
the best ones - disappointing at best - i.e. look at that same star with some cheap binoculars, save 
an hour, and the experience will be frustratingly similar. This is why Hubble was put into space, and 
that's especially why astronomical research isn't done in a massive city made almost entirely of 
electricity and pretty people. 





See all photos from Matthew C. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful 2 @ Funny1 @ Cool 


Tristin R. 
Beloit, United States 


137 @94 @78 


OSD 2602019 


What a wonderful opportunity to L.A. we were able to make it there before sunset and it was 
fabulous! The workers were so friendly the place was just packed and you still enjoyed yourself. It 
had rained so we couldn't use the big telescope, but The front lawn was covered in enthusiasts who 
were more than happy to let us look through all of theirs the stars the moon it was just a fantastic 
night and there's so much to do inside we will have to go back. 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


AL. 
Tacoma, United States 


@3 © 272 B 808 
BooS 242019 


This is one of LA's greatest tourist spots up on the hill at Griffith Park! You can see views of 
Downtown Los Angeles and its surroundings of the sky is clear! Also, you can see the Hollywood sign 
from a distance! | have been here several times and highly recommend coming over here! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Karen B. 
Newport Beach, United States 


0572 @629 A89 
O00000 222019 


6 photos 


What a magnificent experience! The idea of creating something so special that it is on a hilltop 
overlooking an insane view and away from city lights is perfection especially because you are 
experiencing the beauty of the universe. 

We came on a Friday and they opened at 12:00 but for some reason | thought they opened at 10:00. 
It was to our advantage because we found parking in the lot and paid for our space at the pay 
station. We walked around and took pictures because it was the day after a rain and everything was 
crystal clear from the Hollywood sign to views all the way to the ocean. Truly was breathtaking. 

At 12:00 they opened and we enjoyed several rooms and ultimately paid for the Water is Life show. 
The commentator was awesome (what a voice) and the whole experience is a must! | will never 
forget it. 

After viewing several rooms and enjoying the Albert Einstein room with Planets and their 
descriptions which included scales so we could see how much we would weigh on each planet, we 
headed over to the cafe. 

We enjoyed some sandwiches, hot dogs and ‘cafeteria’ style food. Lines were not long and they had 
a good variety of items but a bit on the pricy side. We then headed into the gift shop which was 
really cool too. Bought a couple of things to remember our visit and walked around again. 

This was worth everything and it is free to the public. Shows are an additional cost. There are 
parking expenses and if you do not arrive early you may have to walk up the hill or wait for a tram 
ride up. | loved it! This was such an awesome experience and | know it was thoroughly enjoyed by 
my grandsons. | would come again in a heart beat because there is always more to see!!! 
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See all photos from Karen B. for Griffith Observatory 





@ useful s @ Funny 5 @ Cools 


Carmen G. 


North Hollywood, Los Angeles, United States 
@ 651 @125 O 1377 


BOOED 272019 


B 2 photos 


Sunday 2/24/19 

| honestly forget how gorgeous the views are up here & totally worth the trip! It was so crowded, as 
we arrived. The parking signs read the parking lot was full @ the observatory but parking lot G at the 
bottom was open, If you park there you could take a Dash bus up for only 50 cents a person. We 
decided to go up and look for parking anyway, we found parking at the bottom of the hill for $8. We 
enjoyed our mile hike up & down. It was such a beautiful day, We reached the top just in time for the 
sunset & to see the city lights light up. | will be back for the views & hiking trails. 


Night shot 


Sunset 





@ useful 6 @ Funny 2 © Cool 


Mason T. 
Hollywood, Los Angeles, United States 


0 O8 Bi0 


00000 2 


Very nice place and friendly staff. 





Definitely worth the visit . 
A lot of tourists during peak hours, can be overcrowded But that's every place in LA. 


One of the best place to watch sunset 


@vsetul | | @ Funny | | @ cool 


Alexandra M. 
Chesapeake, United States 


1 @36 B3 
0000 2252019 


Beautiful location! | recommend going at night because you get this amazing view of LA. There are 
tons of fun shops and places to eat right around the corner. Make a day of it, you won't regret it. 





@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Gessica P. BSED 
Atlanta, United States 


372 @ 178 ØB 416 


90000 2252019 
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11 photos 


MUST SEE WHILE IN LA! You get an excellent view of the city. Insists the observatory they have 
different exhibits regarding natures and the constellation. They also have some paid shows there 
but it was so packed we didn't pay to see it. They offer shuttles to take you up and down to the 
parking lots. You can hike it if you would rather be active. Nothing more to say. Completely free and 
worth it! 


vr 





See all photos from Gessica P. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Kristin B. 
Monterey, United States 


0 068 642 
BOOED 2212019 


2 photos 


We went here last weekend and had a fabulous visit. We parked on Fern Dell Drive and walked up 
through the park to the Observatory. It was a really nice, scenic hike. It has quite steep in areas so 
not really a leisure hike, but we really enjoyed it. We arrived at the top just before 10:00 when the 
box office opens to make sure we got tickets for the 10:45 show, Water is Life. The views from the 
top are spectacular. You can see downtown, the ocean and the Hollywood sign. The planetarium 
show was really fun. We had a great visit and will definitely go again next time we are in the area. 
Highly recommend. 


The view from the observatory Walking up from Fern Dell Drive 





@ useful @ Funny @ ool 
S.R. M. ase 
Pasadena, United States 
Bo 33 @5 


OOO 221/2019 


My review may be biased. Ok, it's definitely biased. I've enjoyed the Observatory since | was a small 
child. | still remember discovering that a meteor could crash through the ceiling of your single story 
domicile and sucker punch you right in the gut. My lifelong borderline obsession with the 
astronomical was nurtured in the exhibits of this place. Hit up the lawn for middle-of-the-night 
eclipses (you know, when it works out). Enjoy amazing views of the Greater Los Angeles area. Learn 
about the Universe and participate in interactive exhibits. Check out my favorite piece of art: a 
comet many, many feet long made entirely of Astro themed jewelry! (Squee) Parking sucks so wear 
your walking shoes and make sure your little ones have used the restroom. Be prepared to go off- 
roading on the walk up if you have a stroller or wagon with you. And check out the monthly star 
parties! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ ool 


Shelby Z. M 


Louisville, United States 


® 681 @ 1377 & 1526 
O00 2212019 


B 4 photos 
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I really don't know why it took me until my 4th trip to LA to go to the Griffith Observatory, but it is 
such a cool and unique tourist experience! 


This observatory sits at the top of Griffith park. Parking can get pretty crazy, so you may or may not 
have to take a good walk up to get to it. I'd recommend taking the 20ish minute walk if you're able 
to, plus you can save money on parking! 


I had always though that this observatory was just a place you could go to to look through a 
telescope around LA. Little did | know that it was basically a mini science museum on the inside! 
There are all kinds of cool exhibits to go through that are free. If you go up to the top of the 
observatory, you can get some pretty cool views. Even a good photo op right by the Hollywood sign! 


Make sure you have this place on your list for your next visit! 





@ Usefulé @ Funny 3 Cool 7 


Liza P. 


Port Coquitlam, BC 
32 @ 255 Ø 228 


BGG _ 2202019 


4 photos 


We wanted to 'see’ as much of LA as possible in our short time there so we decided to go up to 
Griffiths Observatory! 


It was a Monday so the actual observatory was closed but we were still able to explore the grounds. 
But first we had to find parking and there were plenty of people there and luckily we found parking 
at the top. The grounds were well maintained and very clean despite the crowd. The LA vista can be 
seen all over but they should have some signs as to what part of LA we were looking at. The 
'Hollywood' sign was a popular landmark for us tourists to take pictures. The Observatory building 
was gorgeous in that Art Deco style. | remember seeing it in many movies but it was nice to see it 
live. 


As far as negatives, there were minimal washrooms on the ground which resulted in huge line ups. 





@ Useful 2 @ Funny @ Cool 


Marissa N. GSE 


Rochester, United States 
@ 364 1713 Ø 4381 


OOO 2202019 


If you like space hit this, if you like views hit this, it's pretty much a must do. It is busy, put on your 
welcome to America or welcome to LA hat and take some pictures for people. Uber or Lyft yourself 
to the top if you don't fancy the walk and parking is a monster. We went at sunset which was 
fantastic. I'd give yourself at least an hour before to look through the exhibits. There is a cafeteria 
for a meal or snack. 


seful 2 @ Funny1 @ Cool2 





Larry P. 


Moreno Valley, United States 
1853 ©) 353 Ø 3762 


OGG 2122019 


1 photo 
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Come on up tonight it's going to be great to watch the super Moon. Also they have a great show to 
watch and if you haven't been inside then your really missing out on a lot of neat stuff. | grew up 
here and always drive up above Hollywood and love to look at the city and the sky. The only problem 
is the parking so come early. 


The Super Moon at 7:40pst 





@ Useful 15 @ Funny4 © Cool 15 


Ivette M. 
Chula Vista, United States 


12 @ 22 69 
60056 - 


B 4 photos 





Beautiful went at night around 7pm 02/17 /19 views amazing ! Was presidents weekend a bit 
crowded but was able to see moon and nebula stars thru telescope! Employee Dean a true asset to 
Observatory very informative knowledgeable friendly Inspired me to purchase a telescope, 
recommended a reference book of stars from there gift shop that | purchased great for beginners ! 
Very disappointed that i Asked multiple associates for a comment card for me to complete for Dean 
and not available if | had a complaint they could help me oh ok but not to share the true value and 
asset Dean is to all! He was very open to answering all questions from all guests . Thank you Dean 
for inspiring me to learn about the universe above . 


~ 





@ Useful @ Funny c 


Quinn A. E 
Portland, United States 
@ 620 @ 472 A 1106 


go0000 21921 


© 1 photo 


I've got history here. Spent lots of hours as a kid marveling at the Tesla coil, waiting for the 
pendulum to knock over a peg, and running around the parapet. | learned about the sun and it's 
corona, its angry flares, and it's essential constant presence in the existence of every single thing on 
earth. | satin the auditorium, tipped my head back, and observed the cosmos. My eager child brain 
absorbed every word on every sign, and listened to everything the guides had to share. 


This cool, sunny day in February, when | went back for the first time in 25 years, | started at the 
bottom and hiked up. There is a trail that starts down near Los Feliz. It was a good way to get rid of 
that nervous energy. 


There it was, a little larger at every turn, a little closer. Unchanged. The outline of the orbit of the 
planets still part of the front yard, Copernicus still standing with the other scientists to welcome all 
who seek knowledge. 


It was crowded! Oh man. But | squeezed in and mourned the absence of the coil, but delighted that 
the telescopes were all beaming the sun inside. | saw an interactive model of the table of the 
elements, and a man was there telling a little girl the story of the universe, having her light up the 
elements as he described them. She/me was rapt, hanging in every word. She/me pushed the 
buttons and marvelled at how the universe is so beautifully perfect in its mathematical complexity. 


Time flows, and the observatory remains constant, ready, waiting. I've been here, | am here, and | 
will be here again. 
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Go on a sunny day and enjoy the incredible. 





@ Useful 6s @ Funny 37 @ Cool 60 


Araceli E. 
Palmdale, United States 


@o O12 B34 
0000 2120. 


A 3 photos 


| had a beautiful experience. Watched "Centered in the universe" presentation and it was amazing. 
There are also different exhibits to explore. | recommend going at night to see all of the LA lights. It's 
a breathtaking view. Visit during a weekday because weekends get very busy. It's free admission and 
if you'd like to see a presentation in the planetarium then you'd have to pay. You have to pay for 
parking either on the lot (usually full) or on the side of the road with timers. 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Cindy N. 


Los Angeles, United States 
@ 210 ® 228 Ø 525 


O00000 2172019 


3 photos 


This place is kinda special. Add to the fact that it was also in a major scene in La La Land (um, best 
movie ever)! 


Anywho, this caters to such a diverse crowd. Wanna low budget but romantic date idea? Come here 
if you want to impress your girl with the skyline views of LA when the entire city is lit up at night 
time. Perfect photo op for unlimited selfies! 


This is also great for families with kids, because there are lots of cool interactive activities for 
everyone to learn. So | appreciate the educational center! 


If you have friends or family visiting and wanna do touristy stuff other than the walk of fame, take 
‘em here and you can kill 2-3 hrs here easily since they do have a restaurant here that is all window 
views (recommended during the day). We were so grateful for clear skies tonight as it has been 
raining pretty much all of last week! 


Parking does get full easily, so be prepared to park away from the main one and walk uphill to the 
observatory. Beautiful structure, and most of it is free access if you skip the Planetarium. 


UET 


This pic doesn't even do it justice but this More beautiful in person 
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View 1 more answer 


See all 40 questions 


Recommended Reviews 


© Your trust is our top concern, so businesses can't pay to alter or remove their 
reviews. Learn more. 


Search within reviews Qa Newest First ¥ English (3354) ¥ 


Username 
Location 
0 @o Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 


King Of N. 
Missionary Ridge, Chattanooga, United States 


@o @14 
O00000 272019 


Beautiful views! After all the rain in LA they had a very clear day, which made for spectacular views 
of the hills and the city. 


@ Useful @ Funny © Coo! 


Daniel C. 7 


Danville, United States 
928 @ 1722 Ø 11650 


ooo 2/15/2019 


5 photos 


The Griffith Observatory (situated within Griffith Park) was a famous tourist attraction way before 
the movie La La Land. Our party of six decided to check it out before dinner. My experience is a bit 
limited - we spent just over an hour taking pictures from the awesome views. | did not go inside the 
observatory, unfortunately. Mom has a bad knee and could not walk up the stairs to the upper level 
of the observatory. 


| must say the views are pretty amazing from the observatory. You get the best vantage point for 
the Hollywood sign. There are also several hiking trails nearby and lots of grassy area for picnics, 
yoga, or just relaxing. 


One thing not so cool is the parking situation. Its extremely limited and will cost a whopping $8/hr. 
The drive up the observatory is also a windy hill with lots of turns, so be careful! 


"E 
Da.. 


See all photos from Daniel C. for Griffith Observatory 





nee 
fi Funny 
@ Useful 13 | | @Funny6 | | @ cool10 


angelica v. 
Phoenix, United States 


Bo 023 B3 
O00000 2152019 
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A must see when your in Hollywood! The view is pretty exciting can't wait to come back and watch 
the sunset from here! 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Alejandra M. 
Paradise, United States 


0 ©7012 


GOES 2122019 


2 photos 


Beautiful place to hike. Beautiful views. Definitely a must when in town!! Parking is terrible lol but 
make sure you look by the Greek theater. They have free parking unless the theater has events. 





@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Danielle T. 
t Lakewood, United States 


@ 764 © 58 B88 


BOOB 272019 


Ø 2 photos 





Let me just say one thing ... FREE! 

Look parking can range from $6-$10/hr but other than that, you can explore the place for free! 
The view is so amazing overlooking LA. 

We went on a Wednesday night and it was still pretty busy, so imagine on the weekends. There's 
plenty of tourists. Make sure you go on a weekday if you want to avoid the heavy flow of people 
traffic. 

Downstairs, there's a floor where it's about the plants and it's my favorite part of the Griffith 
Observatory! 

We did not pay for any shows but they don't cost much either if you decide to go to them. 
Definitely this place is a must go! 








@ Usefult @ Funny @ Coolt 
Sharon G. i 
Whittier, United States 
36 @9 





/2019 


It was really beautiful had a great day here, except for one the parking attendants was really rude 
and started yelling at us because we got turned around trying to find parking and continued to be 
really rude when we tried to explain, | think they need to train them to be more professional. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 
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S R. cory 
|as - Los Angeles, United States 
” @6 Ox B67 


BOGE _ 2/4/2019. © updated review 


3 photos 


For my locals: 

If you're reading this, it's probably too late but they now charge $8 an hour to park. Yes $8 AN HOUR 
to not only park in the little lot up top, but also on the street. The road going up is also only one way 
now (don't ask how | know). 


This used to be one of my favorite places in LA so | was quite pissed when | learned all this the hard 
way. | remember the days/nights | used to be able to drive up and park in the little lot without much 
issue, We would go there to hang out as kids. How could kids possibly afford it now??? We spent 
over 3 hours here that day, it would have cost us over $30 to park there. For the tourists spending 
20 mins to park and take pictures, | suppose the $8 an hour is worth it but for the locals, we got 
completely screwed. 


Well at least that is what | thought initially. Not willing to pay that much, we parked by the Greek 
Theater (As long as they aren't having a concert that night parking is FREE) and took the Dash bus 
right across the street (comes every 20 mins and it's 50 cents per passenger, no change given). After 
taking in the views and my anger subsided | thought this is probably better cause | remember 
parking there has been a real pain lately. People would park half a mile down the hill, cars making u 
turns in the middle of a 2 lane street. Kids can still afford $1 per person (better yet, hike up, you're 
young}), it will just take a little more effort to get up there now. 


As for the actual observatory, | still think it's great. | just thought the 20 min show at the Leonard hall 
was a bit out dated. The very top of the observatory was also closed but | assume it's due to the rain. 
The Center of the Universe is well worth the $7 admission if you've never a show in the planitarium. 


Disregard my previous review of this place. The review was for the Hollywood sign hike (don't know 
the name). It seems Yelp merged those reviews with the observatory's at some point. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Coolt 


OOQ © 2/24/2009- previous review 


Amust for any observatory visitor. 


Read more 


Kevin B. a 


Philadelphia, United States 
6 ©7836 B1020 


O00 _ 1212019 


6 2 photos 


Griffith Observatory commands marvelous views of the greater LA area. On a nice day (aka not 
super smoggy), you can see downtown LA, the Hollywood sign, Santa Monica, and the Pacific Ocean 
and beyond, The experience from up so high in Griffith Park is really breathtaking. 


The observatory itself has a lot of interactive, educational activities focusing on astronomy. You can 
learn about the sun, the planets, our galaxy, and the far reaches of outer space. There is also an on- 
site cafe, if you want to enjoy a meal or a snack. The observatory itself is free, but parking costs 
money. You can park for free a little over half a mile away and then just walk, though, if you want to 
save money. 


Overall, the observatory is a quintessential LA icon, Visit the next time you want to take a break from 
busy LA life and get some perspective! 


View at night View during the day 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 
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Derrek G. 
Shippenville, United States 


36 @79 B20 
BBs 1312019 


Lol yo dis place is rad bro. Like | come hear 2 n get stoned n look at the planets n stuff yo. Mad tight 
dawg 





Useful Funny Cool 
y 


Yamilex L. 
LOS BANOS, United States 


00: @9 
OOO 222019 


I never knew how interesting this place would be. I've always wanted to come here and | finally did. 
The view of the sunset was amazing. 

Only problem | really had was parking. | had to walk about a mile up hill from where | was able to 
find a spot to park to the observatory. Then again | am fine with that because if it wasn't that dark 
you wouldn't really be able to see the stars :) 

This is an amazing place to take pictures and for people who are interested in space and want to 
gain free knowledge. 

We got to hold an asteroid the size of a potato that weighed almost the same as a new born baby! 
Got to see how the moon affects the tides and so many other interesting things! 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


å Alex W. B 


Ventura, United States 
@ 48 @ 319 Ø 2175 


OOO 1/22/2019. G Updated review 


9 photos 


Came to the area again with people that have never come before. With proper planning in 3 hours, 
we were able to squeeze in the Water is Life Exploratorium showing at 10:45am, a mini-picnic 
outside the front of the observatory, and walked around the whole observatory with some light 
reading at each exhibit. We weren't able to squeeze in the Hall of Sky (sun exhibits), because we took 
longer with the space exhibits in the basement floors. They do have a café, but we planned on a 
picnic as we knew it was a decent day. For the first showing of the day - 10:45am, the tickets can be 
purchased right when they open at 10am. For those that haven't been to the Exploratorium. The 
center and closer to the circle projector is more immersive with more head turning after you lean 
your chair back. If you get motion sickness easily or worry it's overwhelming, | suggest sitting closer 
to the edges/exit signs and not near the center of the room. The exhibits are nice to look at despite 
having come several times now and decently maintained. In all, one can spend more time here if 
you want to read more in depth of everything. Lots to be seen and it's great that there is no 
entrance fee - just a pretty steep parking fee. 


Side-note: 200th review and it's not even food related! 





See all photos from Alex W. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful 2 @ Funny @ Cool 


ooos 10/8/2018 - Previous review 


Been here one time before and the place is still as interesting to see and amazing to be at the 


second time around - if you like the science things or want to come back when there are fewer... 
Read more 


Corbin G. 
Jacksonville, United States 


Bo ®14 


OOS 1272019 
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The Griffith Observatory is the best attraction | have been to in Southern California, Stopped by on a 
road trip from San Diego to Seattle and it was phenomenal. Incredibly fascinating exhibits in the 
actual building and even better view around it. Parking can be difficult on the weekends, but well 
worth it. 





seful 1 @ Funny (=) 


Joanna M. 
Fresno, United States 


ği 175 @8 B9 


BOOS 1262019 


| LOOWEEE THIS PLACE! | stop by at least once every time I'm in LA and let me tell you... | get excited 
all over again! Such a beautiful sight! 


@ Useful @ Funny © ool 


Hoda N. 
San Francisco, United States 


@47 @10 B12 
90000 24201 


1 photo 


This place is awesome! Beautiful view and plus it's FREE !! Parking was difficult, we had had to park 
down the hill but it was free and a nice hike to the observatory ! It was so much fun and very 
educational! Highly recommendable 








@ Useful 2 @ Funny e 


Derrick K. 
Washington, DC, United States 


1095 ®@ 29 4 
OGD 1232019 


I've seen the Observatory in SOOO many movies but it still doesn't compare to going in real life. You 
can see the entire city. Many first dates hereb 





@ Useful @ Funny @ œœ 


Jon D. 
Los Angeles, United States 


@o ®©: B12 
o /21/2019 


11 photos 


Griffith observatory employee with the old time grey sports coat at the observatory telescope 
soliciting people to look at the moon andtalking about native Americans killing anyone traveling 60 
miles into their territory was way too much to be heard outdoors at a telescope being used for 
attendees at the Blood Moon viewing.My grand moms were shawnee & Blackfeet such an insult 
really needed an AW.Then some lame supervisor tells me | cannot post my camera and tripod in this 
area. | mentioned non blacks with tripods up and he had not checked them just Me.Moved to 
another position and again was told to move, so | surveyed the observatory area and found tons of 
tripods with cameras by Europeans. When fact presented to Mr supervisor response was no 
response. LAPD refuses to intervene as did TV news channel 9. Look at this footage, | was just 
trying to shoot the Blood moon with 2000 worth of cameras, this will be reckoned with. | M 66 years 
old 
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See all photos from Jon D. for Griffith Observatory 


Q seful @ Funny (cE ol 
griffithobservatory.org G 
Tiffany V. ae 
Santa Ana, United States > 
N 
Bo O12 B12 (213) 473-0800 Y 
O00000 1202019 Get Directions 
The night view is stunning and a perfect spot for a date! Parking can get hectic, but there's free 2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles,.CA © 
90027, United States 


parking at the Greek Theater just make sure there isn't an event going on. Honestly, I'd recommend 

everyone to park here because it's free, and you can take a shuttle there and back. The shuttle is 50 

cents each time and free for students. Walking inside the observatory was cool and the lights are 

just gorgeous at night. | would highly recommend anyone to check this place out, when you visit LA, You Might Also Consider 
Sponsored © 





@ Useful @ Funny @ ool 
Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 
Brandon B. rN 4 
Alameda, United States aooo 
18.1 km 


e2358 @ 241 Be 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 


ooooo 1/20/2019 months, and she loves..." read more 


Usually an unmitigated shit-show of people, but it's one of the most amazing buildings in existence Back In Time Escape Rooms 
with one of the most amazing views in existence-smog permitting. cooceo = 
i 88 
I have no idea when a good time to go is, it's always been Disneyland-level crowd control when I've 34.3 km 
visited, but you can usually find a little nook somewhere to chill, You can get most of your Kodak Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
moments totally gratis, too, which despite the parking situation, makes a once-a-decade trip worth your own home!... read more 





@ Funny 1 e 
Koy C. see 
Beverly Hills, United States 
@2 6 


OOOO 112201 


The views was great, and no aisianz try ta talk to me. Oh altso that white dude dain the planetary 
talks was mad sexy and dramatic as L. He gon win an award yo fareal. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ “oo 


Mark R. 
Los Angeles, United States 


0 @®25 
60086 | 


I love it here! The best and most wholesome place to take kids, Classic L.A. attraction where you will 
always learn something new. 





2019 


@ Funny © Cool 





$ 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 > 11 of 168 


648 other reviews that are not currently recommended ¥ 





Sponsored © 
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View 1 more answer 


See all 40 questions 


Recommended Reviews 


© Your trust is our top concern, so businesses can't pay to alter or remove their 


reviews. Learn more. 


Search within reviews Q 


Username 
Location 


@o Wo 


Hmayak M. 
Downtown, Glendale, United States 


@6 @13 A6 
OGG 1162019 


Newest First ¥ English (3354) ¥ 


Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 


This is a great place take your children for an educational and fun activities. Must see if you are 


visiting LA. The planetarium shows are amazing. 


@ Useful @ Funny © Cool 


Camilla R. 


Old Orchard Beach, United States 
224 @ 253 @ 354 


OOOO 52019 


5 photos 





Went to the Griffith Observatory for my second time today. Would rate it a 4.5 stars if possible. | 
really enjoy the Observatory, very clean, beautiful scenery, great exhibits, friendly staff. | would 
recommend going on a clear day (no smog) so you can get the ultimate experience. The only 
negative comment | have would be about the parking. We showed up 15 minutes before the parked 
opened on a Tuesday. There was already a sign out at the bottom of the hill/mountain stating there 
was no parking at the top and to expect major delays, come to find out there was plenty of parking 
at the top and absolutely no traffic. The parking is $8/hr unless you park at the bottom and hike up. 
You are able to see the Hollywood sign from the Observatory especially on a clear day. 


See all photos from Camilla R. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful2 @ Funny @ Cool2 





Michelle W. 


Austin, United States 
800 @ 706 @ 5383 


O00 132019 


8 photos 





Excellent views of the Hollywood sign here and excellent exhibits to learn so much from. 


This place was packed when we visited on a Thursday afternoon, We checked out the Foucault 
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griffithobservatory.org G4 
(213) 473-0800 N 


Get Directions 
2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA ® 
90027, United States 


You Might Also Consider 
Sponsored © 


Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


oooo « 


18.1 km 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


34.3 km 


Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own home!... read more 


3/12 


THE MOST-VISITED PUBLIC OBSERVATORY MAY NOT BE VISITED FOR THE STARS 
69 


12/2/2020 Griffith Observatory - Temp. CLOSED - Updated COVID-19 Hours & Services - 10670 Photos & 3387 Reviews - Observatories - 2800 E Observatory ... 


Pendulum, exhibits explaining the phases of the sun and moon, there is a planetarium, sun dial 
outside is excellent, telescopes, etc. 


When we arrived we aren't able to turn right into the observatory parking lot so we parked at the 
Greek Theatre and jumped on the bus that drops passengers off at the observatory. Fare is 50cents 
and be sure to have exact change since the bus drivers don't carry cash. This was an excellent way 
to get to the observatory. 


Must see in LA if you're in the area. 





BL 


See all photos from Michelle W. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful 55 @ Funny 30 @ 


Hal A. oe 
( Arcata, United States 


“= 8180261 
OBO 1152019 


B 1 photo 





52 





It's The Griffith Observatory for Pete's sake. And entrance is free! Parking can be a a pain, not any 
worse than the rest of LA though. Go for a star party if you can 


Griffith Obsérvatory at night, Downtown L... 





@ Useful @ Funny @ oo! 


Corri M. 
Anaheim, United States 


Bs ®s4 106 
Goos 42010 


B 4 photos 


The Griffith Observatory is definitely a must-see place whether you are a tourist or a local. Beautiful 
views of downtown LA and the Hollywood sign. Come towards the evening so that you can see the 
sunset and then see the city lights at night. 

Admission to the building itself is free. 

You can park in any of the lots along Vermont Canyon Rd and then hop on the DASH bus for 50 
cents to get up to the observatory. 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 
Spencer L. ae 
San Jose, United States 
86 @) 16 
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O00000 112019 


Place was sick. 


Bathroom review: 3 

Lots of toilets and urinals to choose from. 

One was broken, and the floor was super wet. Drying station was super old and dirty. Good pressure 
on toilets and urinals. Overall, very old and dirty. Also no music 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Freyhan D. 


Rochester Hills, United States 


B 84 @ 143 6 301 
90000 111201 
B 3 photos 
Whether you're an astrology nut, or clueless on how anything in space works, | would highly 
recommend visiting here. If | lived in the area, I'd be here multiple times a week if | could. Such a 


great place with a lot of stuff to learn inside as well as amazing views of LA. Especially at night. 


The best part about this place?.... absolutely FREE to go. No annoying entrance fee or anything. 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Charissa S. 
Daly City, United States 


© 226 @ 128 Ø 632 
90000 111201 
1 photo 
Who's not a hoe for free attractions? Not only is this place free, but parking is free too. The view of 


LA is pretty sick and the observatory itself is interesting and quite beautiful. There's not many 
landmarks in LA, so I'm surprised that this one was free. 








@ Useful @ Funny 1 


Aleeta P. 


Louisville, United States 


@ 263 @ 349 4916 
90000 1102019 
1 photo 
A beautiful facility in Los Angeles at 1,135 ft that overlooks the Los Angeles basin, including 
Hollywood, the Hollywood sign, downtown LA and the Pacific Ocean. At the observatory, visitors can 
look thru telescopes, explore exhibits and see live shows. 
It was opened to the public in 1935 and was the country's 3rd planetarium. It closed in 2002 for 


major renovation and expansion. In 2006, it reopened with a gift shop, a cafe, a theatre and new 
exhibits. Parking at the planetarium is in 2 lots. A paid lot ($8) and a free lot/area/street parking. 
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Once visitors arrive and park in the free area, they can either walk approximately 0.5 miles (uphill) 
to the observatory or take a shuttle for 50 cents (one way). The paid lot is closer to the observatory, 
so the walk from it is not as far. There are restrooms at the beginning and end of the paved hike. 


It's great to visit on a clear day because you can see the LA area and the hills that surround it. 
Though, be prepared for crowds. Even with the crowds, this is a wonderful place to visit. 





@ Useful @ Funny 1 Cool 7 
Jay B. oe 
Los Angeles, United States 
1@18 


000g 192019 


Free fun dates, Pretending to be tourist in my city. Parking can be difficult. Restrooms are terrible. 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


May A. EIS im 


Roseville, United States 
684 @ 2028 Ø 34660 


D000 122019 


15 photos 
Beautiful views from the Observatory! 


Bookmarked this for sometime but only made it up here just recently this past weekend. There are 
limited parking around the observatory but where we parked was $10/hour and payments were 
made at little pay stations every few feet from each other. There is still quite a walk uphill. Guests 
can also opt to take the shuttle from below the hill immediately across the Greek Theatre on N 
Vermont Ave. It's 50-cents a person, exact change only. A shuttle comes by every 20-mins. If you 
don't want to take the shuttle there is free parking towards the bottom of the hill, however, it's a 
fairly long hike to the Observatory, so only do this if you're able to walk a mile or two uphill. 


We arrived at the Observatory around 5:30ish. The views heading up there were strikingly beautiful. 
It was a clear night and we could see downtown Los Angeles and its surrounding cities from up top. 
The Observatory was crowded on that Friday evening which was to be expected... when is it not? 
Admission inside the Observatory itself is free, There are exhibits and interactive displays, visitors 
can look through telescopes, see live shows in the Samuel Oschin Planetarium, and walk outside the 
perimeter and enjoy spectacular views of L.A... it was dark and we couldn't see the Hollywood Sign, | 
thought they had the sign lit at night. The observatory has free WiFi service. 


If you didn't already know, the Griffith Observatory is one of the locations where they filmed the 
movie La La Land. You see Sebastian and Mia looking down the pendulum at entrance and also they 
do the planetarium waltz. Probably the most easily recognized location in the whole movie. 


One can probably park and make out there but It would depend only if the planets are aligned with 
the stars, and if you find a willing partner :) 


Review #1246 





See all photos from May A. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful 54 @ Funny 33 @ (ool 57 
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Eddie T. 
New York, United States 


@11 @ 382 @ 106 
90000 1220 


Every time that | visit LA, | make it my top priority to visit Griffith. It is one of the most beautiful 
places where tourist and locals and visit. From a visitor prospective, you can get some awesome pics 
of Downtown LA from the balcony of the rear of the observatory. It is super trendy and instagram 
worthy, The buildings here are also architecturally unique. 


If you're a local(or a tourist) and would love to study astronomy, come to Griffith. There's a free 
museum inside the observatory that is open to the public. There's also a giant telescope that you 
can actually use to do some stargazing. Definitely a great spot to hang out here at the observatory. 


My suggestion is that to hike up here from the park during the day. It's a nice scenic walk and it is 
much easier to find parking at the bottom of the park. Parking is really a challenge to get at the 
observatory itself so plan ahead. 


@ Useful @ Funny1 Qe: 





Diomedes L. = 


Roseville, United States 
@ 281 Œ 248 4780 


B 2 photos 





After visiting UCLA campus, my wife had this place bookmark for a quick visit. So we did. Going up 
this place was very complicated and frustrating. In the beginning we decided to park down hill and 
take the shuttle bus joy sure if there were fees or it was free. There is a fee if 50 cents per adult and 
it have to be exact change (cash only). That was a flop for me so we just decided to risk going up as 
close as we can even though the lot was full up hill. Now from what my wife told me that there's a 
fee parking up close to the observatory. It's 10$ an hour. We made good of it even if we had to 
walk up for another 15 minutes up an incline. The walk was worth it. There were plenty of tourist 
ascending and descending from the observatory. 


We got up there and the view was awesome. Downtown LA, it's surroundings, to the right | believe 
was Hollywood. It was dark when we got up there so all | see was lights. It was perfect night to view 
because the following night it rained. We went around the building taking pictures but the most 
intriguing part was the museum inside. It gave information how the sun, sun spots, the planetary 
system (our solar system). It was very educational and yes it's good to bring the kids up there to 
learn and have fun learning about our stars, planets and universe. | just letting you all know if you 
want to take the shuttle, have some changes ready and if you decide to park up near, you | can use 
your debit/credit card. 





@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 2 


Laurence K. . 


Rancho Mirage, United States 
@ 413 © 1036 @ 1477 


3 photos 








Very cool place loved the view amazing! Walked around the place and they have a lot of info on the 
weather and the sun quite informative 
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ww =< 








@ funny 





Joe M. 
Oxnard, United States 


0013 Bs 
BBGEG s2119 


2 photos 





Worth a visit for the views and the space museum, Although, parking is difficult during busy times 
with it mostly being on the road heading up to the observatory — $10 per hour and patience to find a 
spot. After that, you need to walk up to the top. The area also has multiple hiking trails descending 
down into the valley and up towards the Hollywood sign. Fun times had by all! 





@ Useful @ Funny © ool 


Natalie B. GSES 
Las Vegas, United States 


@s0 @59 A62 
O00000 132019 


5 photos 


| went with my 6 and 8 year old we loved it. It was so interesting and fun to see about the stars and 
planets. It was also cool to see LA and the Hollywood sign. We want to go back and do some hiking 
in Griffith park next time we go. Parking "by" the observatory is $10 a hour and is far unless you get 
lucky enough to find a close spot. We walked a little less then a mile each way to get to the 
observatory, It was about a 20 minute walk. We spent about 40 minutes inside the observatory 
which was not nearly enough time. | would recommend at least 1 1/2 hours to see everything, read 
everything, and take picture. It was crowded but that is too be expected on a Saturday afternoon. A 
good tip for the restrooms is to use the one inside the observatory on the second floor. The one 
outside and downstairs in the observatory have lines but the one upstairs did not. 





See all photos from Natalie B. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 





Huey B. 
Anaheim, United States 


599 @ 328 6744 


O00000 102019 


15 photos 
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After almost living in Southern California for two years | finally made it to the Griffith Observatory 
and boy | already regret not coming here sooner. 

Getting into the park is a breeze and there is plenty of free parking on the lower section of the park. 
If you decided to park next to the Observatory be prepared to pay For it or you can catch the shuttle 
at the lower section for only 50 cents each. 

We decided to walk and | am glad we did. 

The views from the trail are amazing plus it's less than a mile walking. 

Once you make it to the top the views are spectacular and the entry to the Observatory is always 
free!!! 

I wish it wasn't so overcast during our visit but still it was worth the trip. 

Definitely one of my favorite spots to bring visitors from out of town from now on. 

Stayed tuned for updated pictures soon. 


A ae “See 


j 





See all photos from Huey B. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Charles S. 
Richmond, United States 


@56 © 33 B91 
Boog s2019 


7 photos 


We went before the Observatory actually opened but that meant free parking which i was alright 
with. The view was so beautiful, you can see all the mountains that surround the city. There was a 
perfect view of the Hollywood sign and the ocean. The trails were perfect for hiking or running. 
Amazing time! 





See all photos from Charles S. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 





Hurjane V. ade 


Mountain View, United States 
1892 @ 1126 @ 8036 


6008 © 1372019 


7 photos 


Came here on a clear sunny day with my dad and brother! | read that the parking was hard (and 
expensive), so we parked in the lower lot at the beginning of the hiking trails. 


Everything is free here (except lot/metered parking)! 


There is a map at the beginning of the trailhead, if you are unsure which pathway to go to! There are 
multiple trails, that could lead you up to the Hollywood Sign, or the Griffith Observatory. 


The road was wide and relatively slow incline, It is definitely doable for all age groups! (More 
challenging for some than others.) It took about 25 minutes to get all the way to the top, with a slow- 


medium pace. 


The hold up (aka traffic jam) is when the road becomes a sidewalk. Everyone is walking at different 
paces, and in different directions, Fear not, though! 


Entrance of observatory was blocked off when we came, so we took the back route. You walk 
around the observatory to another large entrance, and here you begin your adventure of the galaxy! 


This place is HUGE. There's 3 stories, and SO much to see if you took the time to read everything! 
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There is an auditorium underground/by the gift shop, and we got to watch a "show" hosted by one 
of the scientists! It was really entertaining, and content was relative to everyone. 


If | didn't have a time crunch, | would definitely come here again to check out the different exhibits 
and read more! 


Emr. - 


See all photos from Hurjane V. for Griffith Observatory 
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@ Useful 12 @ Funny4 @ 19 





Jennifer H. . 


San Jose, United States 


B51 344 Ø 1483 
o000_ 1 


6 7 photos 





A wonderful educational experience for everyone! Free admission + free parking (if you choose). 


The Griffith Observatory is a popular tourist and residential destination for folks of all ages. The road 
up to the observatory can get EXTREMELY congested depending on when you try to venture out. If 
you see red on the GPS, maybe pick another time to come back. 


Pro tip: Make sure to call before making the journey in case there are any special events or bookings 
that make the venue more crowded than usual. If it's a popular visitation day, the parking lots get 
full fast and you might get turned away. 


If you park in the free parking lot areas, don't worry about the hilly walk up - there are 
complimentary shuttles that come every 20 minutes or so. There's also paid parking closer to the 
top. If you really want to walk, it's just a 0.7 mile trek up. 


The observatory itself is large and spacious with 4 levels you can explore. Grab a map from the 
information desk at the right of the entrance and start making your way to the various exhibits. 
Some of them are manned by staff who give short presentations and informative talks. 


If you want to attend a planetary show, you can buy tickets at the tickets desk at the left of the 
entrance. | believe showings start every hour or so. 


I'd recommend coming to visit during late afternoon so that you can enjoy the exhibits that let you 
check out live images of the sun. Then you can also stay later to gaze at stars from the various 


telescopes out on the terraces and balconies. 


Overall great family-friendly venue! Happy learning :) 





See all photos from Jennifer H. for Griffith Observatory 


@ Useful3 @ Funny 2 @ Cool2 


< 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 > 12 of 168 
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Maze Rooms Escape Room - Culver City 





[taet] Ọ 16.2 km away from Griffith Observatory 
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0 @o Start your review of Griffith Observatory. 
Carly w. GED Be 


Los Angeles, United States 


@110 ®@ 115 821 
O00000 22019 


This might be my favorite place in LA. Not only is the building itself beautiful, the drive up to and 
view from it is, as well. They also host star parties each month where people bring their telescopes 
and show you all kinds of amazing things :) 


@ Useful @ Funny @ Cool 


Rae J. 
Covina, United States 


01 ©32 633 


9 photos 


12/30/2018 


Great experience except parking! Beautiful view and lots of stuff to learn about, Samuel Oschin 
Planetarium show is wonderful except | got motion sickness afterwards, it's not as smooth as 3D 
theater at Disneyland. 


See all photos from Rae J. for Griffith Observatory 


Useful 1 @ Funny @ Cool 


Alexander L. 
Fremont, United States 


81 @23 @7 
o 12/30/2018 


The traffic is horrible and the traffic control when traffic is bad is even worse, don't come here is 
unless you feel like walk all the way up. 


@ Uselul @ Funny © Cool 


Jacco B. 
Mira Loma, United States 
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griffithobservatory.org G 
(213) 473-0800 e 
Get Directions 

2800 E Observatory Rd, Los Angeles, CA © 


90027, United States 
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Epona Riding Academy and 
Natural Horsemanship 


oooo <: 
18.1 km 


"My daughter has been taking lessons from Jayme for almost six 
months, and she loves..." read more 


Back In Time Escape Rooms 


60065 =: 
34.3 km 


Try our VIRTUAL escape rooms from the comfort and safety of 
your own homel... read more 
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